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“II COR. 6:14” 
 
II Cor. 6:14 seems to be one of those passages which some have difficulty getting a handle on, as to its 
meaning.  I have always been told when there is a problem one needs to consider the text, the context 
and then the extended text.  From this information a just rendition of this text can be gleaned.  “14 Be not 
unequally yoked with unbelievers,” II Cor. 6:14.   
 
In II Cor. 6:14-16, “for what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? Or what communion hath light with 
darkness?  15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what portion hath a believer with an unbeliever?  
16 And what agreement hath a temple of God with idols? For we are a temple of the living God; even as 
God said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”  In 
the contrast, from the text, we learn to make a distinction between right and wrong, Truth and error, and 
what should be believed and what should not be believed.  
 
In the text of II Cor. 6:14-16, there are several contrast which must be considered: 1.  Righteousness – 
Iniquity;  2. Light – Darkness;  3. Christ – Belial;  4. Believer – Unbeliever;  5. Temple of God – Idols.  I 
believe all of this is presented to deal with the last part contrasted – Temple of God – Idols! 
 
In II Cor. 6:17-18, “Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch no unclean 
thing; and I will receive you,  18 and will be to you a Father, and ye shall be to me sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty.”   This is all related to the last contrast, “Temple of God – Idols.”  We are not to be 
a part of Idolatry.  Most of those at Corinth came out of Idolatry and thus needed to be warned – don’t go 
back into that which you came out of!  It seems the apostle Paul is contrasting what is right and wrong and 
concludes with “the Temple of God – Idols; thus showing, one should not go back into that which he came 
out of. 
 
If this text is talking about “marriage” would the command “come ye out from among them” need to be 
applied?  All those who were married to those not members of the church to “come out”- leave their 
unbelieving mates!  Should there be those who are not leaving their mates the church would need to 
withdraw from them.  But you see, this passage is not talking about marriage!  Those who believe it is, do 
not apply the command.  They do not practice what they teach.  
 
II Cor 6 is not in the middle of discussing the subject of marriage.  You can explore the material before and 
after II Cor 6 and the subject of marriage has to be pressed into the text.  This cannot be done without 
damage to the text.  Why not just take it as it is, and note Paul speaking concerning not going back into 
Idolary and thus they need to “come ye out from among them,” I Cor. 6:17  
 
Sometimes there is not enough said about a subject, and thus produces a miss-understanding.  Sometimes 
there is too much said and the explanation becomes wordy and is confusing.  I feel it is time to just stop 
and let each reader take a look at what is said and take a look at the text and draw a conclusion on the 
basis of what is in reality taught in the Bible – II Cor. 6:14.  
 
May the Lord bless you in your study for TRUTH!    Caa ….. 
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