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“A TIMELY WARNING” 

 
“Evil tendencies, ungodly practices, erroneous doctrines – these things do not generally come in with a 
flourish.  They do not announce their arrival with a blast of trumpets.  They do not issue a bold challenge 
to the guardians of the church, the elders. 
 
Errors in doctrine and in practice creep in stealthily and gradually.  They do not work in the light of God’s 
truth, nor in the pure air of righteous living.  These evils cannot get a foot hold in the church whose elders 
and evangelist are fighting for truth and righteousness.  They make their entrance and do their deadly work 
where leaders let the love of peace blind their eyes and dull the ears to the signs of approaching danger. 
 
Let our fighting be done in the spirit of Christ, but let us not be afraid to fight.  Let us not sleep when the 
house catches fire.  Let us not wait until the church is nearly consumed with error.  Let us put away our 
indifferences and let every Christian worthy of the name fight as did the servants of God in the days of 
Nehemiah.  They built with one hand and with the other hand they used the sword.   
 
That expresses our two whole duty.  Cut down error and build up truth.  These two duties go hand in 
hand.  Either one is incomplete without the other.  (Batsell Baxter, Gospel Advocate, 1936; Via Gospel 
Guardian, 1950)  
 
For every generation there are timely warnings that can be given and each generation has different 
warnings; because of different practices that are pulling at the strings of my brethren. A few years ago there 
was a publication put forth to the brethren which proved to be more interested in a positive approach to 
New Testament Christianity. It has had its affect.  
 
Since that time I have notice most of the larger congregations, of our number, of this persuasion, 
(conservative), are following this course.  I see a trend toward the “social Gospel!”  We are losing our 
foundation.  Very little is being taught about the Lord’s Church, plan of salvation, the worship of the church, 
the organization of the Lord’s Church and not much is being taught about the principles of Christian living.  
Not long ago a meeting was held in our fair city and the night that I attended services there was a lesson 
on the subject of Jabez’s prayer, I Chron. 4:9-10.  You can just imagine where this fellow went with this 
lesson. 
 
Are we at the point that we do not want to oppose denominationalism and thus deem it unwise to preach 
on the Lord’s Church and God’s plan of salvation?  Do we feel the acts of worship no longer need preaching 
on and the further we can get away from these subjects the better we will be – it will not make anyone mad 
or displeased.  So, we do not teach on these subjects anymore and those who are among us forget con-
cerning the arguments which sustain New Testament Christianity.  The apostle Peter wrote: “12 Wherefore 
I shall be ready always to put you in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and are 
established in the truth which is with you.  13 And I think it right, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir 
you up by putting you in remembrance,” II Pet. 1:12-13.  All of this is said by Peter to let them know they 
should not forget; but, when we stop preaching on these things are we inviting the brethren to forget 
and those who visit our services to not learn?  Old brother J. D. Tant used to say, “brethren we are 
drifting!” 
 
How long has it been since you have heard a lesson about “instruments of music” in our services?  How 
long has it been since you have heard preaching in a gospel meeting about “baptism” and what to do to 
become a Christian?  From the meetings announced and the topics listed, I am observing we are not being 
taught and there is no incentive for people to remember the truth or to learn the truth!                       Caa ….. 
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