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“ANIMAL BLOOD – REMISSION OF SINS” 

The New Testament is quite clear that the blood of animal sacrifices could not produce the remission of 
sins: “For it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins,” Heb. 10:4.  If there had 
been a cleansing by the blood of bulls and goats there would have been no need for the blood of Christ!  
Because there was no cleansing by the blood of animal sacrifices in the Old Testament, there was a 
need for cleansing by the blood of Christ.  The only blood that would produce the remission of sins would 
be the blood of Christ, Rom. 5:9 – “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, shall we be saved 
from the wrath of God through him.” 
 
The reason for the statement in Heb. 10:3, “But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance made of sins 
year by year,” is the sins were not forgiven and thus they were “remembered year by year.”  “11 But 
Christ having come a high priest of the good things to come, through the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation,  12 nor yet through the blood of goats 
and calves, but through his own blood, entered in once for all into the holy place, having obtained eternal 
redemption.  13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling them that have been 
defiled, sanctify unto the cleanness of the flesh:  14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish unto God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God,” Heb. 9:11-14.  The emphasis is, “the blood of Christ did what the blood of animals 
could not do – produce the remission of sins.” 
 
In Heb. 9:15 a statement is made concerning the cleansing of those under the first covenant, “And for 
this cause he is the mediator of a new covenant, that a death having taken place for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under the first covenant, they that have been called may receive the promise of 
the eternal inheritance.”  The blood of Christ cleansed those under the first covenant.  When Jesus shed 
his blood, in his death, there is no longer a “remembrance” of sins, all have been forgiven in the blood 
of Christ.  This is from Adam to Moses and from Moses to Christ. 
 
Now the question arises, How can we account for those from Adam to Christ being “cleansed,” or 
“atonement” being made for their sins?  “For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you 
upon the altar to make atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh atonement by reason of the 
life,” Lev. 17:11.  The answer is found in Rom. 4:17, “who giveth life to the dead, and calleth the things that 
are not as though they were.”  Because of the surety of the crucifixion of Christ, God can call that which 
has not happened as though it has in reality happened.  When then, it is stated in the Old Testament that 
“atonement has been made,” or individuals have been “cleansed,”  God is “calling the things that are 
not as though they were!”                                      Caa ….. 
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