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“APOSTASY” 

 
For the next few weeks I shall be presenting a tract that I wrote in the early 1990’s.  I can look back on the material thirty years later 
and observe the validity of the material presented: 
 
For the first time since the fifties and sixties, an effort is being made to destroy the Church of Christ.  The 
“liberals” have referred to a movement among them, and those who are directing the movement, as 
“Change Artists.”  In a very real sense, we have many among the conservative cause who are also 
“Change Artists.” 
 
“Institutionalism” moved many of our brethren out.  “They went out from us, but they were not of us; 
for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us: but they went out, that they might 
be made manifest that they all are not of us,” I Jno. 2:19.  This caused a split in the Lord’s church. 
 
Following that conflict, it has been advocated: 1. “Accentuate the positive, and eliminate the negative,”  2.  
“Preach the man and not the plan,”  3 “Preach Christ, and not the church.”  All of these efforts were for 
the purpose of creating a “straw man,” so they would not have to deal with the arguments against the 
issue. 
 
Also, during this period, we have had to deal with the problem of “Preaching the Gospel and not Doc-
trine,” and “Unity in Diversity.”  The end result was, “You do your thing and we will do our thing: even 
though we do not agree, we can unify upon the fact of Jesus being the Son of God.”  Needless to say, 
this makes most of the New Testament “non-essential!” 
 
Faithful brethren have been called “LEGALISTS,” “PHARISEES,” “KEEPERS OF ORTHODOXY,” and  
”ANTI’S.”  Such names are used for the purpose of making the men, occupying the conservative 
position, look bad.  According to those terms, conservative people are bad people!  It is interesting that 
calling people bad names makes it unnecessary to answer valid arguments.  Now we have the motive for 
such actions.  Through calling names, the person is attacked and there is no need to answer Biblical 
arguments or Biblical charges. 
 
The reason for such manifestation of conduct is:  they are advocating and practicing something different!  
Always, when divisive actions are used, one should ask himself, “What do they believe that they do not 
want to discuss?”  
 
The years past have revealed such evasion as we have fought:  1. The SOCIAL GOSPEL, 2. 
HUMANISM,   3. PERVERTED ORGANIZATION IN EVANGELISM,  4 PERVERTED ORGANIATION IN 
BENEVOLENCE.   But this, my brethren, has been only the beginning. 
 
Today, we look at a movement which has produced gyms, fellowship halls, hospitals, pre-school and 
other secular education levels, sponsoring Boy Scout troops, special programs for entertainment, women 
preachers, women elders, women deacons, instruments of music, taking the Lord’s Supper on any day of 
the week, acceptance of denominational baptism, and yes, even acceptance of denominationalism itself.  
Many other things could be named, but you get the point.  When one departs from Bible truth, one loses 
his identity and becomes like the world.  When God’s people of old requested, “Give us a king,” I Sam. 
8:5, 19, it was because they wanted to be like the nations about them.  This is what they became.  If you 
want to be like the world, you will become worldly.     Caa ….. 

(This shall be continued next week.  @ ) 
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