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ASSEMBLY AND THE LORD’S SUPPER  V 

(continued from last week …..) 

I remember a book that I became acquainted with in the middle nineteen-sixties it was called 
“SITUATION ETHICS.”  The author made the same argument and concluded there could be many times 
that it would be good to lie, cheat, steal; or, fornicate – this was dubbed as “Situation Ethics.”  Now, are 
we making the same argument? 
  
When the text of Matt. 12 is considered one comes to realize the charge the Pharisees made against the 
Lord and his disciples was not true, Deut. 23:24-25 – what they were doing was “allowed” by the Law of 
Moses.  What the Pharisee believed about David was wrong.  The Lord said, “ ….. ate the showbread, 
which it was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them that were with him, but only for the priest,” Matt. 
12:4.  The Pharisees were wrong about Jesus and his disciples and they were wrong about their belief of 
David.  Jesus is pointing out they need to show mercy to him:   
 
Matt. 23:25 seems to be an explanation of this idea, mercy and not sacrifice.  “25 Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye tithe mint and anise and cummin, and have left undone the weighter 
matters of the law, justice, and mercy, and faith: but these ye ought to have done, and not to have left the 
other undone.”  From this text he is pointing out the need not for “sacrifice only;” but rather, “sacrifice” 
and “mercy!” - both are to be enjoined.  We do not do something wrong to accomplish what is right! 
 
Now, it is interesting that when we come to this text the idea of assembly, first day of the week, Lord’s 
Supper are not being talked about.  This idea has to be placed into the text by someone - God did not put 
it in the text (silent).  Again the effort fails to produce what is claimed. 
 
C.  Partaking of the Lord’s Supper outside the assembly.   To some of my brethren, we are to worship 
in the parking lot!  In our cars, taking the cellphone, a laptop computer and this is our way to worship.  
Well now, is this the wisdom of man that is determining what is and is not to be done? – the New 
Testament has nothing to say about this, - “silent,”  according to them.   Also, some have determined to 
“worship at home,” and again one would be hard pressed to present such from the New Testament.  Now, 
there is the passage in Heb. 10:25; Acts 20:7; I Cor. 16:1-2 that must be accounted for.  In assemblies 
such as has been described, how can we teach one another in song?  How can we exhort one another?  
One can begin to see this is the wisdom and knowledge of man and not the wisdom and knowledge of 
God. 
 
In almost all the articles I have read, there have been circumstances suggested, and they state, “one 
needs to be back in regular assembly as soon as possible.”  If the new way of doing things is 
scriptural, why abandon a scriptural practice to get back to another scriptural practice? 
 
D.  We have long held to the fact of those who were not able to attend are not held accountable for not 
attending; thus, if one is ill and cannot attend, he is not held accountable.  Should there be those who 
are ill in the family and a member of the Lord’s church attends to their needs, the member attending to the 
needs of others is not held accountable for not attending.   We are presented with the reality of a storm  
passing through, knowing full well that should such happen one would not be held responsible for not 
attending.  Then we are presented with the fact of a hurricane passing through at the time of services – 
members would not be held accountable!  By next Lord’s Day a place would be designated and at-
tendance would be expected.  All of these changes are simply to show it is right to supplant God’s way 
for man’s way and I do not believe it to be so.    (continued next week …..)                 Caa ….. 
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