
38     10-5-2017 

NOTE:  This is excellent material and I pass it along  you for your study and your profit --- C.a.a. 

 

ABOUT WORSHIP - I 
By Ed Bragwell 

 

In our more used English translations, “worship,” in its various forms, is found over 100 times in the Old 

Testament and over 70 times in the New Testament. It is used of one directing a special act (word or 

deed) to express adoration to another considered to be of higher rank or power than himself.  As such, it 

is an act forbidden by God toward any being or thing in the universe but himself. This forbids our 

worshiping:  1. Any of God’s creation. “Who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and 

served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. (Romans 1:25)  2. Any man. 

“As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. But Peter lifted 

him up, saying, Stand up; I myself am also a man.” (Acts 10:25-26)  3. Angels. “Let no one cheat you of 

your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he 

has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,” (Colossians 2:18).  “And I fell at his feet to worship 

him. But he said to me, See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who 

have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God!  For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy,” 

(Revelation 19:10). 

Worship Different from Other Obedience. 

Worship is a separate activity from other acts of obedience to God. Abraham was obeying God when he 

took Isaac and headed out toward the place God told him to sacrifice, but as he neared the mountain he 

told his servants, "Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come 

back to you," (Genesis 22:5).   Worship was a special act he was to do “yonder” and after which he would 

return. Every act of the whole episode was an act of obedience, but only what he did “yonder” was called 

worship. 

Abraham’s servant said, “And I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD,” (Genesis 24:48), showing that 

worship was different for other acts of obedience. It is said of Elkanah and Hannah as they left Eli, “Then 

they rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD ...” (1 Samuel 1:19).  This shows that 

worship was a special act they directed to the Lord. 

The conversation between Jesus and the Samaritan woman also shows that “worship” is used as activity 

other than all life: "Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the 

place where one ought to worship.  Jesus said to her, Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you 

will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; 

we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.  But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father inspirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is 

Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth," (John 4:20-24). 

*** This will be continued next week!                      Caa ….. 
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