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“ACCOMPLISHED IN WATER BAPTISM” 

 

Water baptism is mentioned many times in the New Testament; but, seems to be disregarded by many 

who read the New Testament.  There have been many times, during the years of preaching, I have been 

told: “Baptism has nothing to do with a person being saved!”  I feel one of the best ways to deal with 

this thought is to show what the New Testament says about baptism and salvation.   

 

In baptism there is a “washing away of sins.”  “16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and 

wash away thy sins, calling on his name,” Acts 22:16.  You will observe, in this passage, there is “a washing 

away of sins!”  This has to do with a cleansing, from one’s sins.  This same thought is presented in Isa. 

1:18: “18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith Jehovah: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 

be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”  The agreement of these two 

passages is that of, “washing away of sins;” and “being like crimson becoming as wool” and “being 

scarlet,” and becoming “as white as snow!”  In both texts this all is to say one’s sins will be removed.   

 

In baptism there is a “circumcision,” ”11 in whom ye were also circumcised with a circumcision not made 

with hands, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ;  12 having been buried 

with him in baptism, wherein ye were also raised with him through faith in the working of God, who raised 

him from the dead.  13 And you being dead through your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 

you, I say, did he make alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,” Col. 2:11-13.  In this 

context there is a “circumcision,” this has to do with a “cutting off” and the subject being discussed is that 

of “trespasses,” or sin.  So, when one is baptized he has a cutting off and that is the cutting off of sin; so as 

is described in Rom. 6:4, “4 We were buried therefore with him through baptism into death: that like as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of 

life.”  The “washing away of one’s sins,” the “circumcision” and “arising to walk in newness of life,” are 

teaching, ones sins has been removed, and a person is free from sin when he is baptized; and thus, walks 

in newness of life.   

 

In Acts 2:38, we have this thought: “38 Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  This passage is 

teaching the “remission of sins,” after baptism.  A parallel passage is found in Acts 3:19 and this says: 

“sins blotted out!”  So, whether we think of the sins as being remitted; or, we think of sins being blotted 

out, the results are the same: when one is baptized in water, for the remission of sins, he or she has their 

sins blotted out.  This person is free from past sins, of this life, and is now free from sin to start life over 

as one who has been forgiven! 

 

So, according to the New Testament, one can have the forgiveness of sins, one can have his sins 

remitted and he can walk in newness of life.  Such a one is a new person in Christ.  He or she has been 

born again, Jno. 3:3, 5.  This all is accomplished through water baptism, preceded by faith, repentance and 

confession.           Caa ….. 
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