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APOSTASY VI 
For the next few weeks I shall be presenting a tract that I wrote in the early 1990’s.  I can look back on the material thirty years later 
and observe the validity of the material presented: 
 
Mission magazine is being published by men who are tired of “legalism.”  One writer sent them an article 
entitled “The 301 Cubit Ark” in which he lamented that we have become so strict in trying to keep from 
making the ark one cubit longer than God ordained that we have obscured grace, made law our standard 
and become spiritual isolationists.  Thus depriving ourselves of many rich things we could have learned 
from closer association with the denominations.  This was named the “Article of the Year” by Mission. 
 
Now there are some young men who want to continue their fellowship with conservative minded brethren 
who believe we must respect Bible authority.  Some of these have already decided that apostolic 
examples are not binding and are willing to acknowledge, at least privately, that we are not bound to eat 
the Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week.  These gentlemen are enlightened ones.  I know they are 
because they say so!  They have made an umbrella of the grace of God and wish to broaden it sufficiently 
to cover every deviation from the truth which Carl Ketcherside wants to embrace under his mistaken 
idea of fellowship.  According to them, this is far better than “legalism.”  There it is again.  Same old 
song – just new singers, apparently unaware that their new song is not new at all.  It is the marching tune 
for those who are on their way to apostasy.  
 
I have advice for these young men.  First of all, we would like to see you settle down to the business of 
believing and preaching what the bible says and opposing what it does not authorize.  But the time is at 
hand for name calling.  Let other churches be victimized by these unsound young men who want to stay 
in faithful churches and undermine them like termites in the  basement, I, for one, intend to alert brethren 
everywhere I go to what you are up to.  If you intend to try and remain among brethren committed to New 
Testament authority while secretly working to subvert whole houses, then you had better arm yourselves 
for you are going to have a fight on your hands such as you never imagined!  The time for the clashing of 
swords may be much nearer than some suppose.  There are a few preachers who are a little older who 
are entirely sympathetic with some of this foolishness and who have aided and abetted, instead of helping 
to combat it. 
 
Certainly, none could be saved without the grace of God.  The whole divine plan of redemption was 
envisioned by God, not in consequence of anything man earned or deserved, but as a matter of grace 
and mercy.  But the truth remains that the benefits of that grace are received conditionally.  We are by 
grace “through faith” (Eph. 2:8-10)  :Grace” includes all that God planned and did, while “faith” includes all 
that man must do in reaching out to lay hold on offered mercy.  There is “the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:2).  Paul taught that men are “under law to Christ,: (I Cor. 9:21).  We are not under 
the Law of Moses, nor any of human origin, nor are we to suppose that even compliance with divine law 
is sufficient to save us apart  from Is connection with the grace of God which provided it.  
 
The New Testament teaches that the grace of God saves those who respond in obedience to the will of 
God.  Jesus said the difference between the wise and foolish builders was that the wise one heard and 
did his word, while the foolish heard and did not his word.  The Pentecostians anxiously inquired as to 
what they must do, and were told (Acts 2:37-38).  It is the doer and not the hearer that shall be blessed 
(Jas. 1:22-25).  There was no freedom from sin without obedience from the heart, nor could one become 
the servant of God without such (Rom. 6:16-18).  Paul said those who “obey not the gospel” will be lost (II 
Thess. 1:6-9).          Caa ….. 

Continued next week.    
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