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“APPEARANCE IN WORSHIP” 

 
The following is a request I received:  “We have a problem with members wearing shorts to services (men) leading singing, 

offering invitations on Wednesday night.  Dressing, come as you are, dirty T-shirts.  Would like some advice from you.”   When I 
read this request, the first thing I thought of was Gen. 3.   
 

In Gen. 3 we have man and woman meeting God naked!  This was inappropriate – God made suitable 
clothing for the man and the woman.  There is that which is suitable and that which is unsuitable.  I 
would judge from this that God wants men and women to appear before him in APPROPRIATE attire.  In 
the book of Malachi we find this statement: “6 A son honoreth his father, and a servant his master: if then 
I am a father, where is mine honor?  And if I am a master, where is my fear? saith Jehovah of host unto 
you, O priests, that despise my name.  And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name?  7 Ye offer 
polluted bread upon mine altar.  And ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee?  In that ye say, The table of 
Jehovah is contemptible.  8 And when you offer the blind for sacrifice, it is no evil! And when ye offer the 
lame and sick, it is no evil!  Present it now unto thy governor: will he be pleased with thee? or will he 
accept thy person? saith Jehovah of hosts.  9 And now, I pray you, entreat the favor of God, that he may 
be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he accept thy persons? saith Jehovah of hosts.  
10 O that there were one among you that would shut the doors, that ye might not kindle fire on mine altar 
in vain!  I have no pleasure in you, saith Jehovah of hosts, neither will I accept offerings at your hand,” 
Mal. 1:6-10  Skip down now to v. 14, “14 But cursed be the deceiver, who hath in his flock a male, and 
voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a blemished thing; for I am a great King, saith Jehovah of host, and 
my name is terrible among the Gentiles,” Mal. 1:14.  From this paragraph we learn, God wants men and 
women dressed and act in a suitable manner.  When someone or something is presented in the 
presence of God, God expects the best that a person has.  This would be so with reference to a 
persons’ dress! 
 
Bro. James Wilson used to say: ”Many times there are those who will come to services dressed as 
though they are feeding hogs!”  Should this be the best that a person has, that is fine; but, he could at 
least wash his clothing and make sure he is clean as he presents himself to his creator in his worship.  
For a person who dresses with no respect for him who he is worshiping – God does not accept him; 
because, such a one is manifesting no respect for his “creator.”   
 
Consider the Lord’s Supper.  This is for the purpose of “remembering Jesus and him crucified.”  Should I 
say it is like going to a funeral, remembering him who died for each of us!  Some walk in with dirty clothes, 
some half-dressed, and others with no concern for who they are honoring.  Do we have no respect for 
him who died for us?  For people to have a lack of dress, is to take away the attention that should be 
addressed to the Lord – many are thinking: “How sad it is for a person to desecrate the remembrance of 
the Lord – all the attention is on him and how sad it is for one to dress in such a manner at such a time 
and place.  It is as if they are saying, “Hey, look at me!”  This is a shame and disgrace to take the 
attention away from the remembrance of the Lord.  Do you remember: “37 ….. Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might,” Matt. 22:37.   Improper 
dress, in worship, bible study, etc, is a lack of respect for God. 
 
When a person dresses for Bible Study, for Worship services they should consider who they are trying to 
please and dress accordingly.  Remember, we are presenting ourselves to God the Father, Jesus the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.  We want them to be pleased with our worship.  One of the ways we can 
impress those who we worship, is by the dress we have when we come in their presence.           Caa …. 
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