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“ARE WE BECOMING DENOMINATIONAL?” 

 
 

When I note  the title of this lesson I am mindful of those who will think – “Here we go again;” but please, 
maybe just possibly we need to take another look at this thought.  In the process of this article, we shall 
emphasize what we mean, when we say: “Are we becoming denominational? 
 
When I use the expression, “Are we becoming denominational?”  I am thinking of leaving the “old paths,” 
and becoming involved in a “perverted gospel,” Gal. 1:7, “7 Which is not another gospel: only there are 
some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.”  This is what John said in II Jno. 9-11, “9 
Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the 
teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no greetings:  11 for he that giveth him greeting 
partaketh in his evil works. 
 
There used to be sermons preached, in gospel meetings, on a distinction of the Old and New Covenants, 
Heb. 9:`16-17; Heb. 8:13.  We were used to listening to lesions about the Lord’s Church and the 
importance of a “one and true church,” Matt. 16:18; Acts 20:28.  Emphasis was placed upon this being the 
Lord’s Church and that he died for it.  Time during a meeting would be dedicated to “worship of the 
church,” Jno.4:24. Lessons were presented concerning the “Lord’s Supper,” “Singing,” and “Giving,” 
as the Lord has stipulated in his word.  The organization of the church was taught; thus, “Elders,” 
“Deacons,” and “Saints” were designated as the organization of the church.  Then there were lessons 
taught on “Christian Living.”  We were taught to not cheat, steal, lie, murder, fornicate, not show respect 
of persons, from a host of text of the New Testament, teaching us how to think, talk, labor, manifest a life 
of honor and being “holy” like God is holy, I Pet. 1:16 
 
I remember there being discussions after a lesson was taught expressing the idea: “That preacher is really 
strong in the Lord.”  “Boy, that was really a tough sermon we heard tonight.”  “That sermon tonight was so 
straight forward no one would misunderstand his lesson.”  Thus, it was taught, Christians should not lie, 
cheat, steal, fornicate; nor, cuss – and a host o other things that were of the world.  People were taught 
what to do and what not to do.  What to say and not to sayj.  How long has it been that you have gone to a 
meeting and go away thinking, “He was straight forward tonight?” 
 
There have been many of us, who are preachers, that are so concerned about numbers, we have forgotten 
to emphasis the Gospel of Christ.  There are those among us who are more interested in the large numbers, 
in our contribution, than in presenting the Gospel in a plain, straight forward, and pointed lesson from 
he Bible.  These things have become more important than the preaching of the Gsoepel.  When men, as 
preachers of the gospel, become more interested in these things, we have forgotteb our mission in SAVING 
SOULS in this world!  We need to get back to the idea of preaching the Gospel and let the other things just 
happen – NUMBERS, BIG BUILDINGS, and LARGE CONTRIBU-TIONS, will take care of themselves.  
 
When we allow the “big building, large numbers, and big contributions,” to dominate our thinking, we 
have lost the spirit of New Testament Christianity.  When we become such, are we not being like the 
denominations about us?  What happens when we fail to be opposed to evil about us?  We become 
soft and like the denominations about us.  More next week.    Caa ….. 
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