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ASSOCIATION WITH  

(I Cor. 15:33) 
 

“I have a question that I need some input about.  I stay with a 92 year old lady, to help take care of 
her.  She has a son that married a man.   Is it against Gods will if I associate with him such as go to his 
house with his mother when she visits ,and when he comes to her house is it wrong for me to have 
anything to do with him? I trust your input.  I would appreciate it very much.”   This question comes from 
one of my readers and I feel the question and answer shall be of interest to others. 
 
The passage listed below the title, above, has to do with one choosing to associate with.  In everyday life 
we need to be careful with whom and who we associate with.  To choose to associate with murderers, 
liars, thieves, homosexuals and other bad mannered characters is to choose to be associated with what 
may cause you to stumble, if you listen to their message, you will become like them and this is not what a 
Christian should desire.  There is another side to the picture and this has to do with being “work 
related.” 
 
Let’s assume you are a cashier, at a grocery store.  There are all kinds of people you shall be dealing 
with.  Some of these people are fornicators; some are liars; some are homosexuals; and some are sinful 
in other ways.  Do you get the picture?  Because you serve them in a business manner, this does not 
mean you are becoming like them.  One, as a cashier, can attend to business and never be affected by 
their life style.  The cashier is keeping herself/himself, apart from the type of life this customer chooses to 
live.  The bible teaches, “We are in the world but not of the world.”   One is not contaminated until he/she 
themselves determine to be a part of such and thus, chooses to become such.  “14 But each man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away by his own lust, and enticed.  15 Then the lust, when it hath conceived, 
beareth sin: and the sin, when it is full grown, bringeth forth death,” Jas. 1:14-15.  
 
This point is presented in I Cor. 5 and it is pointed out that one cannot avoid being in contact with different 
sinful people in the world: “9 I wrote unto you in my epistle to have no company with fornicators;  10 not at 
all meaning with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous and extortioners, or with idolaters; for 
then must ye needs go out of the world:  11 but as it is, I wrote unto you not to keep company, if any man 
that is named a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an 
extortioner with such a one no,  not to eat.  12 For what have I to do with judging them that are without?  
Do not ye judge them that are within?  13 But them that are without God judgeth.  Put away the wicked 
man from among yourselves,”  I Cor. 5:9-13.  
 
The bible teaches Christians they are the “light,” Matt. 5:14, of the world; the “salt,” Matt. 5:13, of the 
earth; and an “epistle,” II Cor. 3:2, written and read of all men.  This simply means we are not to allow 
the ways of the world to affect our influence, upon the people of the world!  They are not to influence me 
for bad; rather, I am to influence them for good! 
 
A passage in Eph. 5:11, “11 and have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather even 
reprove them,”  I do not intend to leave the impression that we are to go about telling those in sin they are 
in sin, before the world; but rather, when the opportunity comes we should in a kind and loving manner 
tell them that such practices will cause them to be lost.  At all times we are, “15 speaking truth in love,” 
Eph. 5:15.  We should never lose the thought of wining those in sin to the cause of Christ.  Like the 
people on the day of Pentecost: in a strait forward manner they were told they were murderers.  Well, it 
worked!  3,000 souls responded to heaven’s invitation.                                                      Caa ….. 
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