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“AUTHORITY OF CHRIST” 
(Col. 3:17) 

 
“And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him,” Col. 3:17.  The word “NAME” has to do with authority and thus we look to Jesus to 
tell us what to do. Look at some figures that describes Jesus as the Captain, Heb. 2:10 KJV, director of 
our souls. When I think of Jesus as King, I Tim. 6:15, over his kingdom, I know he is the one who makes 
the laws of the kingdom.  When I think of Jesus as being “Head,” Eph. 5:23, over the body, the church, I 
know he is the head and that is the part that determines what the body is to do.  When I observe Jesus as 
“Shepherd,”Jno. 10:11, of the sheep, which is the church, I know the shepherd makes the decisions as to 
where the flock is to eat and drink. 
 
From Col. 3:17 I observe the Lord directs me in “word and deed.” I also note the expression: “whatever 
you do.”  Then there is the thought, “do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.”  I remember reading in II 
Tim. 3:16-17, “16 Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness:  17 that the man of God may be complete, furnished completely 
unto every good work.”  What God wants us to do has been presented in the Word of God – the word 
furnishes us “completely” unto every good work.  I am not at liberty to add to or take away, Rev. 22:18-19. 
 
In Acts 4:5-13 the “NAME” is used to represent “power,” v. 7, and “means,” v. 9.  From this we learn the 
word “NAME” means “power,” and “means.”  The apostles went forth teaching and preaching and 
performing miracles by the “power,” “means,” or “authority,” and this is said to be in the “NAME” of 
Jesus!   
 
It is said of Jesus after he is resurrected from the dead, Matt. 28:18: “All authority hath been given unto 
me in heaven and on earth.”   We must understand that in Matthew – Revelation, Jesus by his authority 
tells us what is expected of us in this life.  This is his covenant, “And for this cause he is the mediator of 
a new covenant,” Heb. 9:15.  “16 For where a testament is, there must of necessity be the death of him that 
made it.  17 For a testament is of force where there hath been death: for it doth never avail while he that 
made it liveth,” Heb. 9:16-17.  We are under a “new covenant,” the “Law of Christ,” Gal. 6:2.    
 
Paul said in Acts 20:32, speaking to the Elders of Ephesus: “And now I commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all them that are 
sanctified.”  Here is the “covenant of Christ,” the “Law of Christ, that is recommended to the Elders of 
Ephesus – this is the authority of Christ, his Word. 
 
When we use the expression: “We speak where the Bible speaks and are silent where the Bible is 
silent; we call bible things by bible names.  We do things in bible ways.”  We are only saying we follow 
the authority of Christ and do what he wants us to do, as is instructed in the Word of God.  To do anything 
else is to fall short of allowing Jesus to have his authority in our lives.  Today, we have those among us 
who – yes some who claim to be preachers of the Church of Christ, Rom. 16:16 – feel there is a need for 
things to be a little different, in the twentieth-century.  
 
If we do not follow the teaching of Christ, we can be assured we do not have Christ: “Whosoever goeth 
onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God:  He that abideth in the teaching, the same 
hath both the Father and the Son,” II Jno. 9.  We must abide in the “teaching of Christ.” If we abide not in 
the teaching of Christ we shall be lost!   Jno. 8:24, “For except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins.”                                                                                                                        Caa ….. 
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