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“BAPTISM ESSENTIAL” 
(Acts 2:38) 

 
“38 Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your 
sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,” Acts 2:38.  Notice, in this passage the word “unto” is 
used - “for” KJV.  Consider another passage with the same word, Matt. 26:28, “28 For this is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for man “unto” remission of sins.”  Notice in the first passage baptism 
“unto” the remission of sins and secondly “unto” is used with the shedding of blood,  “unto” the remission 
of sins!   If one believes, as this passage teaches, the shedding of Jesus blood was necessary for the 
remission of sins, then he would be forced to the conclusion that with this same word used to show baptism 
produces the remission of sins.  You cannot have it in different ways!  The Bible teaches, “blood shed 
“unto” the remission of sins,” and also teaches “baptism “unto” the remission of sins.”  The Bible is correct 
and my religious friends, in the world are not, when they say, “Baptism has nothing to do with a man’s 
salvation!” 
 
In Rom. 6:4 we find the following: “We were buried therefore with him through baptism into death: that like 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of 
life,”  Paul takes the time in vs. 5-11 to show that one is raised in “newness of life,” from the watery grave 
of baptism.  Rom. 6:4 is teaching when one is baptized he is buried with the Lord and he is raised with the 
Lord and then to declare after being raised he has “NEWNESS OF LIFE!”  The newness of life is arising 
from baptism; thus, is after baptism.  For one to argue the “newness of life” before baptism is to mix the 
order given by the inspired apostle Paul.   
 
The old, sinful man, is buried with Christ and he is raised to walk “in newness of life.”  All of this happens 
when one is submitting to baptism, as the Lord taught, Mk. 16:16.  For one to “walk in newness of life” is 
to have the remission of one’s sins.  Only the blood of Jesus can produce the remission of sins, Rom. 5:9, 
“being now justified by his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath of God through him.”  In baptism one is 
re-enacting the death burial and resurrection of Christ.  The “blood of Christ” was shed in his death.  
So, when we are baptized we come in contact with the death of Christ and we are in contact with his blood, 
shed in his death.  This is a re-enactment of his death, burial and resurrection.  When then we walk in 
newness of life, after baptism, this means we have come in contact with his blood, in his death, in 
baptism.  Now, who can say baptism is not important when it is the very means of our coming in contact 
with the blood of Jesus!  One is not saved, without the remission of his sins.  One cannot be saved without 
coming in contact with the blood of Christ and all of this is accomplished by being baptized in water “unto” 
the remission of our sins and to be able to walk in newness of life.  Is baptism important, very much so. 
 
Often there will be those who will say: “For every passage you produce, I can produce a passage for Faith.”  
If the bible teaches faith, and it does, should I not realize that faith is essential?  If the bible teaches 
repentance, and it does, should I not realize that repentance is essential?  If the bible teaches confession 
is essential, and it does, should I not realize that confession is essential?  If the Bible teaches baptism is 
essential, and it does, should I not teach baptism is essential?  We do not pit one teaching against another 
and say because there are equal passages of faith we do not need baptism.  Remember baptism is a re-
enactment of the death burial and resurrection of Christ and we contact his blood in that act of obedience.  
All commands are to be obeyed – baptism is a command, Mk. 16:16.            @ …..  
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