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“BAPTISM” 

(Col. 2:12) 
 
 

The New Testament defines “baptism” as a “burial.”  “Having been buried with him in baptism, wherein 
ye were also raised with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead,” Col. 
2:12.  In another place we find the word “baptism” defined as “burial,” Rom. 6:4, “We were buried 
therefore with him through baptism into death.”  These two passages define “baptism” as a “burial.”  
From the New Testament’s definition of baptism we learn it is not sprinkling or pouring; but rather an 
“Immersion.”  When one is “baptized” he is covered up, and is thus said to have been “baptized,” -
“buried” in baptism.  
 
The baptism I am writing about is “water baptism.”  This is the baptism requested by the Ethiopian 
Eunuch, “And as they went on the way, they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, 
here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?” Acts 8:37.  The baptism requested was a baptism in 
water!  Could the eunuch have known this except Philip had preached to him “water baptism?”  An-
other example of “water baptism” is found in I Pet. 3:20-21, “20 that aforetime were disobedient, when 
the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein few, that is, 
eight souls, were saved through water:  21 which also after a true likeness doth now save you, even 
baptism, not the putting away of the filth of the  flesh, but the interrogation of a good conscience toward 
God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  In this we have a type and an antitype.  The “water” of 
the flood and the “water” of baptism is used to show how eight souls were saved in the water of the flood 
and how souls are saved in “New Testament water baptism.”  “Water of the flood,” and “water baptism” in 
the New Testament, is used to show there were people of old that were saved by “water,” and that  there 
are people now that are saved by “water” – one was by water and the ark and the other is by water in 
baptism. The first is a physical salvation; the latter is a spiritual salvation. The point being made in I Pet. 
3:21 is, “which also after a true likeness doth now save you, even baptism.”  Peter is pointing out that we 
are saved by “water baptism.” 
 
Peter did not say we were “saved by baptism only!”  He is contrasting the “water” of the flood with the 
“water” of baptism.  There must be given consideration to Faith, Repentance, Confession and also 
Baptism.  Baptism by itself will save no one, Faith by itself will save no one, Repentance by itself will 
save no one, nor will Confession by itself save no one.  When one puts all of this together, it produces 
the remission of sins, Acts 2:38; or, salvation, Mk. 16:16; or as is expressed in Acts 22:16, “washing away 
thy sins.”   Remember, all of God’s commands are to be obeyed. 
 
There are six baptisms listed in the New Testament:  (1) Baptism of Moses, in the cloud and in the sea, I 
Cor. 10:2;  (2) Baptism of John the baptizer, Matt. 3:6;  (3) Baptism of water in the New Testament, Matt. 
28:19, Acts 8:37;  (4) Baptism of suffering, Matt. 20:22-23;  (5)  Holy Spirit baptism, Acts 1:5;  (6) Baptism 
of fire, Matt. 3:11. Paul said in Eph. 4:5 now there was, “one baptism!”  The question now is, of the six 
baptisms, which is the one Paul is talking about, that is still in existence?  
 
When Paul wrote the book of Ephesians, he said there was “one baptism.” It is generally conceded that 
the book of I Peter was written after the book of Ephesians.  When Ephesians was written, Paul said 
there was “one baptism,” and after that Peter states that “water baptism” was still in existence, I  Pet. 
3:21.  So from this I know the “one baptism” is “water baptism” and it is still in existence and will be in 
existence till the “end of the world,” Matt. 28:19-20.        Caa …..  
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