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“BEGOTTEN OF GOD” 

(I Jno. 5:1) 

 

Many have been the explanations of how one is “begotten” of God – through the years of my preaching.  

I have heard it was “faith.”  A  Pentecostal preacher once told me it was the “physical birth,” that is 

discussed in Jno. 3:5.  Then there is the Universalist that says, “everyone” is begotten of God; and thus 

all will be saved.  Well, the list goes on and on; but, we are men and women who have the New 

Testament and this book tells us how a person is “begotten” of God.  We appeal to the wisdom of God 

and not the wisdom of men.  

 

“1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God,” I Jno. 5:1.  “29 ….. Ye know that 

everyone also that doeth righteousness is begotten of him,” I Jno. 2:29.  “7…..and every one that loveth is 

begotten of God,” I Jno. 4:7.  In the verses presented, we observe that ”faith,” “doing righteousness,” 

and “love,” are attributed to being begotten of God.  These are general statements which suggest there 

is not one thing that we are begotten by; but rather, a number of things.   

 

Paul seems to get to the point in I Cor. 4:15, I “15 For though ye have ten thousand tutors in Christ, yet 

have ye not many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I begat you through the Gospel.”  In this passage Paul is 

explaining how the Corinthians were begotten of God – “through the gospel!”   When we learn what the 

Gospel teaches, we learn how one is begotten of God. 

 

Should one undertake a study of what the Gospel demands, you would now find what the Word of God 

demands.  In I Cor. 15:1 Paul preached unto them the GOSPEL.  In I Cor. 15:2, Paul preached unto 

them the WORD.  When one preaches the Gospel, he preaches the Word; thus, the preaching of one 

was the preaching of the other.  The question we have before us now is, what does the word of God 

teach one is “begotten” of God?  

 

“22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, 

love one another from the heart fervently:  23 having been begotten again, not of corruptible seed, but of 

incorruptible, through the word of God, which liveth and abideth,” I Pet. 1:22-23.  So, it is through the 

word of God that we are begotten, or born again.  

 

“4 We were buried therefore with him through baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised from the 

dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life,” Rom. 6:4.   In the text of 

Rom. 6:3-11;  when one has faith, repents, confesses and is baptized, he arises to walk in newness of 

life.  Because of what he has done, this person is in Christ, v. 3; This person, because of their obedience, 

has passed out of death into life, v. 10; THIS PERSON HAS PASSED FROM BEING A CHILD OF THE 

DEVIL TO BEING A CHILD OF GOD!  He/she has been “begotten” of God.                                  Caa ….. 
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