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“BOUND IN HEAVEN” 
(Matt. 16:19; 18:18) 

 
Jesus said to Peter: “19 I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of Heaven: and   whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven,” Matt. 16:19.  To all of the apostles he said, “18 Verily I say unto you, What things soever ye 
shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and what things soever ye shall loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven,” Matt. 18:18, ASV.   These are passages teaching a message from heaven, through 
the apostles, to the whole world.    
 
This message was determined: “4 Even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blemish before him in love,” Eph. 1:4.  It is stated again, “8 Unto me, who am 
less than the least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach unto the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ;  9 and to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery which for ages hath been 
hid in God who created all things,” Eph. 3:8-9.  According to Paul, this plan was determined before the 
world was and was “hid” until the time of Jesus and the Apostles.  
 
This salvation is described in I Pet. 1:10-12 as gradually being revealed: “10 Concerning which salvation 
the prophets sought and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace should come unto you:  11 
searching what time and manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did point unto, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glories that should follow them.  12 To whom it was 
revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto you, did  they minister these things, which now have been 
announced unto you through them that preached the gospel unto you by the Holy Spirit sent forth from 
heaven; which things angels desire to look into.” 
 
Also, in Eph. 3:9-10, “9 and to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery which for ages 
hath been hid in God who created all things;  10 to the intent that now unto the principalities and the 
powers in the heavenly places might be made know through the church the manifold wisdom of God.”  
Again we have affirmed, none knew the manifold wisdom of God; but, God himself and he delivered it as 
he saw fit – through the church of our Lord, Acts 2.  On the day of Pentecost, after the resurrection of 
Christ, that message was preached, Acts 2:14.  The prophets were not able to fully realize the fullness of 
the Gospel, angels had desired to know; but, did not know until it was revealed through the church, Eph. 
3:9-10.  This message was “hid in God,” until he determined it was time for it to be revealed – in its 
fullness. 
 
In the light of all his material, we come back to Matt. 18:18: “18 Verily I say unto you, What things soever 
ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and what things soever ye shall loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven,” Matt. 18:18, ASV.  The Catholics would want us to believe, they have the right to bind 
and loose; but, this is not so!  When you consider the above material you are forced to conclude the truth 
of NASB,  "Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and 
whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.,”  Notice, “shall have been bound in 
heaven,” and “shall have been loosed in heaven.  God had bound and loosed this material before the 
world was. 

The statement in Heb. 11:40, “40 God having provided some better thing concerning us, that apart from 
us they should not be made perfect.”                     Caa ….. 
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