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“BAPTISM - WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?” 

(Baptism not essential to salvation?) 
 
 
 

Through the years, I have been told, many times: “Baptism has nothing to do with a man’s salvation.”  It 
has been my experience that most of these people who object to baptism for the remission of sins, have 
never read what the Bible teaches about baptism. 
  
Please consider the following: what the Bible, (New Testament), says about baptism.  It seems to be a 
condemnation for those who believe in the non-essentiality of baptism. 
 
PETER: “20 that aforetime were disobedient, when the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was preparing, wherein few, that is eight souls, were saved through water: 21 which also after 
a true likeness doeth now save you, even baptism, not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 
interrogation of a good conscience toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,” I Pet. 3:20-21.  
Peter said: “which also after a true likeness doth now save you, even baptism.”  According to this text 
baptism saves! 
 
ANANIAS: “And now why tarriest thou?  Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his 
name,” Acts 22:16.  Note: This is what the Lord told Saul, Acts 9:6, “thou must do.”  Ananias told Saul what 
“thou must do,” and what he told Saul was, “arise and be baptized,” Acts 22:16.  
 

PAUL: “Or are you ignorant that all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” 
Rom. 6:3.  Again Paul said: “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ,” Gal. 3:27.  
These two passages affirm we are “baptized into Christ!”  These passages teach one is baptized into 
Christ.  If one has not been baptized for the remission of his sins he is not in Christ! 
 
JESUS:  “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned,” 
Mk. 16:16.  From this passage we learn the Lord taught baptism to be saved!  Often, one will respond 
by saying: “The passage says if we do not believe we will be lost.”  They are right.  The passage does say 
if we do not believe we will be lost.  Consider what the believer must do - he needs to be baptized.  If a 
man does not believe he does not need to be baptized; but if one believes, then, the believer needs to be 
baptized that he may be saved.  This is what Jesus taught in Mk. 16:16. 
 
From these different writers of the New Testament we learn what the New Testament says about baptism.  
Peter, Ananias, Paul, and Jesus Christ all had something to say about baptism.  The question for each 
of us is: “Do I believe what they said?” 
 
It is easy for one to stand in a pulpit on Sunday morning and declare, “Baptism has nothing to do with a 
person’s salvation;” but, it is different when he tries to prove such from the bible. 
 
Please observe, we have presented what the New Testament teaches about baptism.  Is this what you 
believe about baptism?         Caa ….. 
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