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BAPTISM 

(Eph. 4:5) 
 

Whatever you may think of baptism, the Bible says there is only one!  “4 There is one body and one 
Spirit, even as also ye were called in one hope of your calling: 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one 
God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all,” Eph. 4:4-6.   
 
In the above passage there are seven one’s; listed, and of the seven listed each is designated as “one.”  
The book of I Peter was written after the book of Ephesians and designates that “one baptism” as being 
“water baptism,” “20 ….. wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water: 21 which also after  
a true likeness doth now save you, even baptism,” I Pet. 3:20-21.  Peter declares this, after it is stated, 
there is “one baptism” in Eph. 4; and thus, establishes the fact of “water baptism” as being the “one 
baptism.”  In the New Testament age, water baptism is that which “saves,” I Pet. 3:20-21.  
 
When Philip taught the Eunuch, there was “water baptism” instructed.  “36 And as they went on the 
way, they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, here is water; what doth hinder me to 
be baptized?,” Acts 8:36   It is also said: “38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they both 
went down into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  39 And when they came up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip; and the eunuch saw him no more,” Acts 8:38-
39.  According to the Bible, with the eunuch’s baptism, there was a baptism in water – they went down 
into the water and came out of water; thus, “water baptism!” 
 
With the baptism of Saul, there is necessarily inferred water baptism: Ananias said to Saul: “16 And now 
why tarriest thou?  arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name,” Acts 22:16.  The  
expression “wash away thy sins,” demands water; thus, it is a washing away of sins in ”water 
baptism.”  So, Saul was obedient to the holy command and he was baptized in water and thereby had 
his sins “washed away,” in water baptism.  In the book of Romans Paul said: “3 Or ye ignorant that all 
we who were baptize into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death,” Rom. 6:3. So, Saul submitted to 
water baptism and had his “sins washed away!”  The passage uses the pronoun “we” which shows 
the Romans were baptized and Paul would be included in the pronoun “we:” so, Paul had his “sins 
washed away,”   This took place in “water baptism.” 
 
The New Testament teaches we are baptized “into” Christ, Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27.  The New Testament 
teaches we are “saved,” by being baptized in water, Mk. 16:16.  The New Testament teaches we have 
our sins “washed away” in water baptism, Acts 22:16.   This is the reason for every conversion stated in 
the New Testament – those who desired to be saved were led to be baptized.   
 
This does not mean “baptism only!”  The New Testament teaches one must hear the word of God, Rom. 
10:17.  From hearing the word of God one acquires faith, Rom. 10:17.  From the word of God one learns 
he needs to make a change, herein comes the repentance spoken of in the word of God, II Cor. 7:10.  By 
now he has learned concerning Jesus and knows he must confess him to be the son of God, Jno. 3:16; 
Rom. 10:10.  From the word of God we learn baptism is for, in order to , the remission of our sins, Acts 
2:38.  All of these are equally related to salvation.  Each one of these must be a part of the obedience of a 
person before he can be saved.  Not one of these can be left out. 
 
Because there are so many who deny the essentiality of baptism, we have dealt with it this week – 
showing what the New Testament says about baptism.  I welcome your comments.  Caa ….. 
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