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“BAPTIZED IMMEDIATELY!” 
(Acts 16:33) 

 
 

On the day of Pentecost, it is said, “41 They then that received his word were baptized: and there were 
added unto them in that day about three thousand souls,” Acts 2:41.  From the expression, “in that day,” 
I understand all of that happened on that day, the first day of the week, Sunday.  When there was a need, 
these folks were baptized “that day.” 
 
From the day of Pentecost there continued to be the preaching of the word. There was the preaching of the 
Apostles’ Doctrine, and the working of signs and wonders before the people.  The result was, “47 ….. And 
the Lord added to them day by day those that were being saved,” Acts 2:47. – There were those being 
baptized from “day to day” and thus, were the ones being saved.  When then there were those who 
believed and were baptized, this happened “daily.”  There was no waiting for them to be baptized, they 
did it right then.   
 
In Acts 8:26-40 we find the account of one, the Ethiopian Eunuch, being taught, and his learning the truth 
about Jesus and him Crucified.  When then he learned the truth, he made this statement: “36 Behold, here 
is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest.  And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus is the Son of God, (KJV) 38 And he commanded 
the chariot to stand still: and they went down both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him,” Acts 8:36-
38.  In this text the moment the eunuch wanted to be baptized it was done right then! 
 
Cornelius was the first gentile convert.  When Peter taught him the truth, in Acts chapters 10 &11, at a 
certain point Peter said: “47 Can any man forbid the water, that these should not be baptized, who have 
received the Holy Spirit as well as we?  48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ,” Acts 10:47-48.  Again, there seemed to be urgency associated with those being baptized, they 
needed to do so as quickly as possible. 
 
The story of the Philippian jailor, in Acts 16, has Paul and Silas teaching this man the truth and then they 
baptized him; but, note the text: “33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; 
and was  baptized, he and all his immediately,” Acts 16:33.  One cannot read this without being impressed 
with the need of baptism being administered immediately. 
 
The need for this urgency was that they needed the “remission of sins,” and that was acquired by being 
baptized in water,”  Acts 2:38, Acts 8:37.  I can remember when there was a waiting for some to be baptized 
and on a certain day there was a baptizing.  In the past years my brethren have learned it is necessary to 
let one obey the Gospel when the need arises.  When there are those who want to be baptized, then is 
the time.  I have witnessed some being baptized in the middle of the night and some being baptized early 
in in the morning, etc.  When a person desires to obey the gospel, then is the time to baptize him/her! 
 
It is important to obey the Gospel, to not obey the Gospel is to be lost: “8 rendering vengeance to them 
that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus:  9 who shall suffer punish-ment, 
even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might,” II Thess. 1:8.   
          Caa … 
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