
40     10-3-2019 
 

BOOK OF LIFE 

(Ex. 32:32) 
 

I am thinking, from the book of Genesis to the book of Exodus, this is the first time there is mention made 
of “a record” kept by God, “32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin ---; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out 
of thy book which thou hast written. 33 And Jehovah said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, 
him will I blot out of my book,” Ex. 32:32-33.  The Bible does not tell us how Moses knew about this book – 
I suppose at some time God had told him of such; but, Moses did know about the book.  There are some 
things we learn from these two passages:  (1) This was a book God had written; (2) Moses’ name was in 
the book – Moses thought his name could be removed;  (3) God would remove names when they sinned;.  
It is interesting to note the existence of this book, and that at this point in God’s message to man the idea 
of this book is introduced.   
 
In the book of Luke, when the 70 are sent out, they came back with glowing reports of what they had done:  
“17 And the seventy retuned with joy, saying, Lord, even the demons are subject unto us in thy name.  18 
And he said unto them, I beheld Satan fallen as lightning from heaven.  19 Behold, I have given you authority 
to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall in any wise 
hurt you.  20 Nevertheless in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven,” Lk. 10:17-20.  These disciples, the 70, came back with great joy that there 
were so many things they were able to do – their joy seems to be related to what they were able to do with 
the Devil, demons and certain spirits were subject to them.  They seem to have overlooked something that 
was much more important than that which they had been involved in – “THEIR NAMES WERE WRITTEN 
in the book.  “THEIR NAMES WERE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN!”  I understand him to be saying, at this point 
in life, they were saved.   
 
There is a book, that God keeps, and it is in heaven: “3 Yea, I beseech thee also, true yokefellow help these 
women, for they labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose 
names are in the book of life,” Phil. 4:3.  Here we have affirmed that those who are laboring in the word 
have their names “in the book of life.”   I feel confident in saying those who live the life of a Christian and 
are involved in the work of the Lord, their names are in the book of life.  Also, for those of like kind it is 
stated: “20 For our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus,” Phil. 3:20. 
 
It should be remembered that it is possible for certain names to not be in “the book of life.”  “11 And I saw 
a great white throne, and him that sat upon it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and 
there was found no place for them.  12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the 
throne; and books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead 
were judged out of the things which were written in the books, according to their works.  13 And the sea 
gave up the dead that were in it; and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them: and they were 
judged every man according to their works.  14 And death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.  This 
is the second death, even the lake of fire.  15 And if any was not found written in the book of life, he was 
cast into the lake of fire,” Rev. 20:11-15. 
 
It is important for each person to obey the Gospel and live the Christian life, to have his/her name written 
in “THE LAMB’S BOOK OF LIFE,” Rev. 21:27.      Caa …..   
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