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“CALLING NAMES” 
 

During the personal ministry of Christ, he often called the names of those he was talking about.  Thus, 
you read of him by name referring to the Pharisees and the Scribes, in his teaching, Matt. 16:6, “And 
Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”  Jesus told 
the people who he was talking about – he was the “master teacher!”  Would there be one who would 
point a finger at the Lord and tell him he did wrong?  Jesus speaking of Herod said, “Go and say to that 
fox, Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures to-day and tomorrow, and the third day I am perfected.”  
Again the Lord pen pointed a person and pointed him to the public.  Many other places could be cited as 
proof that when Jesus was talking about someone, he designated that person and most often called them 
by name and pointed him out to the public.  Again I ask, “Did he do wrong by so doing?” 
 
On the day of Pentecost, when the apostles were preaching and teaching the “Law of the Spirit of Life 
in Christ Jesus; on the day of Pentecost, the apostles pointed an accusing finger at the Jews and said: 
“Ye by the hand of lawless men did crucify and slay,” Acts 2:23.  There could not be a more pointed 
remark; nor was it an indirect statement.  These Jews knew the apostles were calling their hand.  Paul, 
the great apostle, called the names of many individuals who stood in error.  “DEMAS forsook me,” II Tim. 
4:10.  He called the names of “HYMENNEUS AND PHILETUS” and designated they had erred from the 
truth, II Tim.2:16-18.  Should I mention ALEXANDER THE COPPERSMITH is pointed out as having done 
much evil, II Tim. 4:14.  Should I continue a list of those false teachers who were named?  This list could 
be expanded four-fold!  Now, tell me which did that which was sinful.  The Lord?  Was it Paul who sinned 
by calling the names of those who were involved in error?  I say certainly not!   
 
Do I have a right to do today what the Lord and the apostles did in the first century?  If not why 
not?  Paul said in I Cor. 11:1, “Be ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ.”  Consider carefully 
what this passage is teaching.  The Lord called names, named those who were teaching error.  The 
apostles and Paul called names and let people know who was not standing for truth.  If one says we 
should not do that; he is teaching we are not to follow Christ and the apostles – do you want this 
conclusion?  I think not. 
 
If I am teaching concerning the “marriage and divorce question,” and name those who take a false 
position on this subject, have I done what the Lord told me not to do?  If I call the names of those who 
have espoused a false position on the Deity and Humanity of Christ, have I done any different than what 
was done by the Lord and the apostles?   This really becomes silly.  What if there is a brother that has 
been withdrawn from and I want to tell brethren this man has been withdrawn from, can I tell the brethren 
who this man is by naming him? Rom. 16:17.  How could you turn away from him if you did not know who 
he is?  
 
There is no hesitation of brethren to speak good of a man and tell others what a good work he is doing.  
If there is a brother that is teaching error and causing people to be lost, may I warn others of this brother 
and be mindful of the evil he is doing?  Matt. 16:11-12, “…… But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees.  12 Then understood they that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of 
the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”  May I do what the Lord did?  
 
When we do not produce the names of these men who are teaching false doctrine, it is to the advantage 
of the “false teachers.”  That is why they do not like for you to follow the pattern of the Lord and the 
Apostles.                                                                                                                                                               Caa …..        
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