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“CHRISTIAN LIFE” 
(Acts 11:26) 

This newly formed people from Acts 2:47, “The Lord added to the church daily those that should be saved,” 
(KJV) were called “Believers” Acts 2:44; they were called “the Church,” Acts 8:1; they were called 
“Disciples,” Acts 6:1; they were called “Saints,” I Cor. 1:2 and among other designations they were called 
“Christians,” Acts 11:26.  The Old Testament designates his people would be called by a new name and 
that new name was “Christians,” Isa. 62:2.  Even though many have chosen to propound the idea that 
this name was given by the world to New Testament Christians, I choose to note that God designated this 
new name hundreds of years before it became a reality.  God called them “Christians first at Antioch.”  

Many years ago, while a young preacher, I went to hear Foy E. Wallace, Jr. preach, he defined the word 
“Christian” as being: “We all know who Christ was and the ian simply means, without Christ I Am 
Nothing.”  Maybe this was a “tongue in the cheek” expression; but, it makes sense.  We are told to use 
Christ as our example, I Cor. 11:1;  we are told to do all in “the name of the Lord,” Col. 3:17.  It is true 
that if I am to be a Christian, I will have to be a “follower of Christ.” 

The Word of God is given to us for instruction as to how we may be a follower of Christ.  There have been 
in the past, Old Testament period, those who tried to do what they wanted to do and were considered 
rebellious in the eyes of God.  When Israel wanted a king to be like the nations about them, they rejected 
God as their king! I Sam. 8:7. When we are determined to do what we want to do, we are not following 
the teachings of Christ.  Paul made this quite clear in Col. 2:8, “Take heed lest there shall be any one that 
maketh spoil of you through his philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, (now watch this, caa) and not after Christ.”  You cannot go your own way and expect God 
to accept you. 

Please consider II Cor. 5:7, “For we walk by faith and not by sight.”  The word “walk” means a course of 
conduct.  The word faith means it is acquired by hearing, Rom. 10:17.  If one does not hear the word he 
cannot have faith.  As a result of hearing the word we have a course of conduct – a proper way to live.  This 
way of life is revealed to us through the word and we are to follow; thus, you have a course of conduct to 
pursue. 

Now, the life of a Christian is to follow the Lord.  It is taught that if you “love” the Lord, you will keep the 
commandments of the Lord.  “If a man love me he will keep my word,” Jno. 14:23.   If you love the Lord you 
will follow his commandments and if you are a Christian you will follow the Lord in his teachings.  Our 
acceptance is dependent upon our hearing and keeping his word.   

It seems there are many Christians who become lazy, complacent, sluggish, self-satisfied and proud in the 
way we want to live, in this we do not have favor with God.  There are so many who think: “Tomorrow, I 
will began to do what is right.”  But, my friend, we should not delay our obedience till tomorrow – we 
might die before tomorrow!  “….. Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is he day of salvation,” II 
Cor. 6:2.  This passage is teaching: Don’t put your obedience off till tomorrow, begin today.                                                                                                                               
Caa ….. 
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