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Last week we presented a tribute to Ed Harrell Jr., written by Steve Wolfgang.  Always, when I am 
reading a new book, the first thing I want to know is, who is the author?  When I learn who the author is, 
now I know what to expect, what to look for in the writings.  If the author is a Baptist, I will look for Calvin-
ism and Faith only.  Should the author be a Methodist, I shall expect him to accept sprinkling and pouring 
for baptism, women preachers and a liberal attitude toward the Bible.  Should the author be Mormon, I 
would look for additional revelation – in addition to the revealed will of God! 
 
Now when I think of who wrote the tribute to Ed Harrell, I expect him to be in agreement with all that is 
presented as a tribute to bro. Harrell.  He is from the same source.  He is of the same mind and of the 
same purpose in life.  So, when it is stated concerning bro. Harrell, “being my mentor,” I know from 
whence he is coming – two peas in the same pod; thus, they are of the same mind!  You see, I know what 
to expect before I read the material presented.   
 
Both of the men were, and are, secular scholars.  They lived and live in a world of “exclusivism.”  You 
see, these fellows are above the common man, and according to them, they understand things you are 
not capable of understanding.  This is their world and this is their thinking.  They have become Dr.s and 
thus, are just a little better than others.  I have always thought these brethren need a lesson from Jas. 2, 
concerning the rich man and poor man!  We are not to be a “respecter of persons.”  But, laying this aside 
here is one “scholar” extending tribute to another “scholar.”  To begin with, I know who is extending the 
tribute and; thus, am mindful of what might be said.   
 
From the tribute it is stated: “He was known for his biographical writings on evangelical personalities Oral 
Roberts and Pat Roberts.” Now, here is where things begin to be manifest!  In the greatest stretch of 
one’s imagine could you conceive of Paul taking time to write a book about “Gamaliel?” (Acts 5).  Could 
you see the logic behind Paul writing a book about “Alexander the coppersmith,” (II Tim. 4:14), and 
including in his writing whether he thought Alexander the coppersmith was honest or not? 
 
Someone adds, “He did that for pay!”  Well, this makes it even worse.  Now we have a Christian 
promoting the cause of a false teacher, passing judgment as to whether he was an honest false teacher 
or not!  Does this harmonize with II Jno. 9-11? which says: “9 Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not 
in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and 
the Son.  10 If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your house, 
and give him no greetings:  11 for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works,” II Jno. 9-11. 
 
It seems there is the thought, “I do not have to abide by the law of Christ!”  Paul stated in Eph. 5:7-11, 
“7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them;  8 for ye were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord: 
walk as children of light  9 (for the fruit of the light is in all goodness and righteousness and truth)  10 
proving what is well-pleasing unto the Lord;  11 and have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather even reprove them.”  One needs to realize, I am not the judge of all the earth – the 
Lord will be the judge.  I only have what is taught in the Word of God to go by.  The word teaches I 
should not be involved in such activities. 
 
When one gets so great he can violate the word of God and others think it is acceptable for him to do so, I 
feel it is time to draw the line and have my little say about what has happened and is happening – such 
are the activities of those who were associated with the Christianity Magazine’s philosophy and what has 
rubbed off on my brethren in the past few years.   (More next week.)    Caa  ….. 
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