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CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
(Rom. 16:16) 

 
“All the churches of Christ salute you,”  Rom. 16:16.  At the time of this writing Paul was in Corinth, the 
year was either 57 or 58 A.D.  This was the time of the writing of the book of Romans and was received 
by the Roman church soon thereafter.  In this article, I am interested in the statement made, by Paul to 
the church at Rome: “All the churches of Christ salute you.” 
 
In the New Testament there are terms used to describe the Church of our Lord: (1) “Church of God,” I 
Cor. 1:2;  (2) “House of God,” I  Tim. 3:15;  (3) “Church of the living God,” I Tim. 3:15;  (4) “Church 
of the first born,” Heb. 12:23.  Now, I have cited four terms used to describe the Lord’s Church.  I will let 
these four stand for all others listed in the New Testament and recognize there were different terms used 
to describe the Lord’s people.  Yet, this statement: “All the churches of Christ salute you,” Rom. 16:16, 
brothers me. 
 
Paul, more so than any other person of his day, was acquainted with the Lord’s people, all over.  He 
knew about the brethren in Jerusalem, Gal. 1:18-19;  He knew of the brethren in Galatia, referred to as 
“the churches of Galatia, Gal. 1:2; I Cor. 16:1; do I need to name the churches of Macedonia – In fact 
everywhere the Lord’s people made an impact, Paul was acquainted with them except possibly the 
church in Babylon, I Pet. 5:13; and at this writing the church in Rome.  But, Paul said, “All the churches 
of Christ salute you,” Rom. 16:16. 
 
Is Paul saying, “All the congregations I know about salute you and each of these congregations are a 
church of Christ?.”  I believe he is saying just that.  In general all of the congregations of the Lord’s 
people were designated as the “churches of Christ!”  Thus, he could say “all of the congregations of the 
churches of Christ salute you - they all wish you well.”   
 
I have heard it argued, “The church of Christ does not have a name.”  I do not believe this to be true.  I 
remember reading in Eph. 3:15, “from whom every family in heaven and earth is named.”    We are 
designated as “brothers” and “sisters” in the Lord, II Cor. 6:18, and I believe this would constitute a 
family relationship, would it not?  We have a ”father,” Matt. 6:9 and we have a “mother,” Gal. 4:26.  
From this evidence we learn we are a “family,” and what Paul said in Eph. 3:15 is true, we have a name; 
because, we are a family.  One of those names is designated in Rom. 16:16, “All the churches of Christ 
salute you.”  In general, all the congregations of the Church of Christ were named the “churches of 
Christ,” and was accepted as being such.  I am assuming you realize Paul was talking about “local 
congregations.” 
 
I am told by those who want to change the “name church of Christ,” that it has lost its meaning and 
reflects a denominational concept!  Just because the world does not recognize the truth, does this mean 
we should change our practice?  What about baptism?  Should we change it to sprinkling and pouring?  
What about the Lord’s Supper?  Should we change that to once a year?  What about the word 
reverend?  Should we change its meaning and make it have reference to all mankind?  ONE DOES NOT 
CHANGE; OR, ALTAR THE WORD OF GOD!  Prov. 14:14: “There is a way that seemeth right unto a 
man; But the end thereof are the ways of death.”  Should I advocate the changing of the name JESUS 
CHRIST, because the world does not accept him as is presented in the New Testament?  “I SHALL 
KEEP THE NAME CHURCHES OF CHRIST; BECAUSE, THAT IS HOW IT IS PRESENTED IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT.”                                  Caa ….. 
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