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“CITIES OF REFUGE” 

 
God had given a promise of “LAND,” to Abraham and his seed, Gen. 12:7, “7 Unto thy seed will I give this 
land.”  In Gen. 15:18 we have the promise restated, “18 Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river 
of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates.”  God gave them the land and the promise all came to 
pass: Josh. 21:43-45; I Ki. 4:21; Josh. 23:14 and Neh. 9:23-24 – this was all shown to be fulfilled in our 
last article, “1-3-2019.” 
 
It is stated when this people came into the land they were to set up six cities of refuge.  “11 Then shall 
ye appoint cities to be cities of refuge for you,” Num. 35:11.  It is stated that God dwells in the land, Num. 
35:34, “34 And thou shalt not defile the land which ye inhabit, in the midst of which I dwell: for I Jehovah 
dwell in the midst of the children of Israel.”  This land was given to Israel and God dwelt in the land with 
them.  God gave the children of Israel the “land promise” and dwelt therein with them, among them.  It is 
further stated in Deut. 19:8 “And if Jehovah thy God enlarge thy boarder, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, 
and give thee all the land which he promised to give unto thy fathers.”  This land was given to them and 
they were to possess it.  God had fulfilled his promise to the fathers.  
 
When God had fulfilled the “land promise,” according to Gen. 19, there were to be three cities of refuge 
set up on the eastern side of the land of Canaan and three cities of refuge set up on the western side of the 
land of Canaan.  All this was to happen after they received the land.  In Josh. 20, the cites of refuge are 
set up on the eastern side of Canaan and also on the western side of Canaan.  The fact that the cities of 
refuge are set up is evidence the land was in the possession of the Children of Israel and the cities of 
refuge was evidence it had been given to Abraham’s seed.  This all is proof that the land promise had been 
fulfilled. 
 
Now, this is additional proof that God fulfilled his promise to give the ”land of Canaan” to Israel.  He 
fulfilled his promise – God gave them the land and they “POSSESSED IT!” Neh. 9:23-24: “23 Their children 
also multipliedst thou as the stars of heaven, and broughtest them into the land concerning which thou didst 
say to their fathers, that they should go in to possess it.  So the children went in and possessed the land, 
and thou subduedst before them the inhabitants of the land of the Canaanites, and gavest them into their 
hands, with their kings, and the peoples of the land that they might do with them as they would.”   
 
All of this is presented as “additional proof” of the land being given to Israel.  When they came into the 
“promised land,” they were to set up the cities of refuge and this they did.  There is no land promise left to 
the Children of Israel, “all the promises came to pass,” Josh.23:14. 
 
In Deut. 28 the keeping of the land was conditioned upon them keeping the commandments of God.  If they 
did not keep the commandments, they would be “plucked off the land!” Deut. 28:63.  In Deut. 30:1-10 we 
are able to read of “if conditions.”  If they obeyed God they would be blessed; if they were disobedient 
to God they would be cursed.  It is that simple.  
 
When they set up the “cities of refuge,” this was evidence they had received the promise God made to 
their fathers, Neh. 9:23-24.  All came to pass and not one good thing promised had not come to pass, Josh. 
21:45, “45 There failed not ought of any good thing which Jehovah had spoken unto the house of Israel; all 
came to pass.”  There is no land promise for Israel today, that has not been fulfilled.  The Jews have no 
hope of ever receiving another “land promise” from God.                                                       Caa ….. 
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