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CALLING YOURSELVES AFTER NAMES OF MEN! 
 

It is not uncommon for people to name religious organizations after the men who founded that organization.  
This is the reason for The Baptist Church, after John Smythe.  This is the reason for the Lutheran Church, 
calling themselves after the name of Martin Luther.  This is the reason for the Methodist calling themselves 
after the name of John Wesley.  We could continue for many other religious organizations calling 
themselves after the one who brought that organization into existence.  
 
The Bible condemns those who would worship “angels,” Col. 2:18, Rev. 22:8-9; the worshiping of “men,” 
Acts 10:25-26; “will-worship” is condemned, Col. 2:23.  It is stated in Rom. 1:22-23, “22 Professing 
tthemselves to be wise, they became fools,  23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God for the 
likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.”  Paul 
also states in Rom. 1:25,  “25 For that they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.” It seems, through the ages,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
man has not been able to get away from idolatry!  So, man is to stay away from anything that would be put 
in the place of God, Acts 17:29. 
 
This is the reason for the dissertation in I Cor. 1:10-13,  “10 Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but 
that ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  11 For it hath been signified 
unto me concerning you, my brethren, by them that are of the household of Chloe, that there are contentions 
among you.  12 Now this I mean, that each one of you saith, I am of Paul and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; 
and I of Christ.  13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were ye baptized into the name of 
Paul?”  From this, one should realize, that man is not to call himself after the name of men, from a religious 
point of view! 
 
Another place in which there is emphasized the need for proper respect for men as teachers of the word of 
God is found in Matt. 23:7-12, “7 and the salutations in the market places, and to be called of men, Rabbi.  
8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your teacher, and all ye are brethren.  9 And call no man your father 
on the earth: for one is your Father. Even he who is in heaven.  10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is 
your master, even the Christ.  11 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.  12 And 
whosoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled; and whosoever shall humble himself shall be exalted.”   
From this we are to understand there is to be no exaltation of men in our lives, as a Christian.  
 
Jesus was approached by the mother of two of his disciples and wanted one of her sons to be on the right 
hand and the other to be on his left hand, in his kingdom!  Jesus’ response was, “26 ….. Not so shall it be 
among you: but whosoever would become great among you shall be your minister;  27 and whosoever 
would be first among you shall be your servant:  28 even as the Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many,” Matt. 20:26-28. 
 
Then there is the famous passage in the book of Psalms, “9 Holy and reverend is his name,” Psa. 111:9.  
The argument is usually made that the word “Reverend” is found with reference to God and not man; so, 
we do not refer to men as being ”Reverend.”  According to the concordance this is the only time in the 
whole bible the English word is used and has reference to God and not man! 
 
Enough said about this subject – may the Lord bless you.                      Caa ….. 
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