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CHANGED 

( Rom. 12:1-2) 
 

“1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service.  2 And be not fashioned according to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God,” Rom. 12:1-2.  These two passages are to be contrasted with what we were before we 
became Christians.  In v 2 it is stated, “be ye transformed.”   I understand the word “transformed to mean: 
“Altered, Changed, and Renovated.”   The text says, v. 2,  “be not fashioned according to this world.”  
What we were, in the world, is not what we are now!  We are in the world; but not of the world! 
 
We have been “raised to walk in newness of life,”  Rom. 6:4.  Here Paul is contrasting what we are 
now and what we were in the world, Rom. 1:18-31.  A listing of many of the sins of the world, shows what 
we were before we walked in newness of life; or, in Christ, Rom. 6:3.  What we were in the world was of 
such that the writer stated, living in such a manner causes one to be worthy of death, Rom. 1:32,   “32 
Who, knowing the ordinance of God, that they that practice such things are worthy of death.”   
 
In Rom. 5, Paul introduces the fact of Christ dying for us!  “6 For while we were yet weak, in due season 
Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: for peradventure for the good 
man some one would even dare to die.  8 But God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us,” Rom. 5:6-8.  Jesus has made “propitiation” for our sins, I Jno. 2:2.  
The Lord has become our “mediator,” I Tim. 2:5.  We look to Jesus, “body, soul and spirit” for our help 
and  our salvation – “We love, because he first loved us,” I Jno. 4:19.   
 
The sins listed in Gal. 5:19-21 are the sins that we have left behind and look upon them with utter disgust 
and want not to be involved again.  The “fruit of the Spirit” has become our nature; because, this is what 
is associated with God and what we shall be like in heaven; so, we are growing to be fit subjects for 
heaven.  John said, “15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the word, the lust of the flesh and the lust of 
the eyes and the vainglory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  17 And the world passeth away 
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever,” I Jno.  2:15-17.  The fruit of the 
Spirit and like kind, is what we are and should exhibit to a lost a dying world.  In this we become fit 
subjects for heaven.   
 
Our ”hope” is based upon how we live and how we think.  We are not like the world, we have become a 
“pecular people,” I Pet. 2:9, KJV.  You see, we are different!  The Word of God has made us what God 
wants us to be.  Jesus, through the word, has altered, changed, renovated us into that which he wants 
us to be.  Now, we can truly: “23 And not only so, but ourselves also who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for our adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.  
24 For in hope were we saved: but hope that is seen is not hope: for who hopeth for that which he seeth?  
25 But if we hope for that which we see not, then do we with patience wait for it,” Rom. 8:23-25. 
 
We are led by the Word of God, for a better character, one that is like the state of heaven.  Slowly; yet 
surly, we are groomed and led to a better life – we are “ALTERED,” “CHHANGED,” “RENOVATED!”  
We are slowly made fit for a heavenly existence, in which there is no death: “54 ….. Death is swallowed 
up in victory.  55 O death, where is thy victory?  O death, where is thy sting?   56 The sting of death is sin; 
and the power of sin is the law: 57 but thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” I Cor. 15:54-57.          Caa ….. 
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