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CHRISTIANITY MAGAZINE 

 
This magazine was created and published by Ed Harrell, Dee Bowman, Paul Earnhart, Sewell Hall, 
and Brent Lewis.  Every publication created has a purpose for its existence.  From the very beginning 
there were, to the minds of the many conservative preachers of the gospel of Christ, bells and whistles 
began sounding.  Bro. Ed Harrell and his family, for the most part, caused the publication to continue for 
about fourteen years, 1983 – 1997.  For this much money being spent and this much time, there had to 
be an “agenda” pushed, as a purpose for its existence.  
 
In this year 2021 A.D., I have noticed some of these preachers passing from this life to the next.  This is 
not an attack on anyone personally; but rather, a looking back and observing the end result of such 
effort.  I am not the Judge of anyone, the Lord will be the judge, and he shall do that which is just and 
right!  You can be assured he will make no mistakes.  He shall be your judge, my judge, everyone’s judge 
and it shall be final, Matt. 25:46, “And these shall go away into eternal punishment: but the righteous into 
eternal life.”  I shall leave the decision in the hands of Lord, as to whether these persons are saved or 
lost.   
 
For every act and deed there are consequences, Gal. 6:7.  When one lies, it is easier for him to continue 
to lie. When one is guilty of adultery, it becomes easier for him to continue fornicating.  This is why, when 
one obeys the Gospel, there was a need for “repentance” which is a change of mind, and this results in 
a change of life, Col. 3:2 shows a change of mind,  “2 Set your mind on the things that are above, not on 
the things that are upon the earth.”  There is also a change of life, “1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God which is your 
spiritual service,” Rom. 12:1.   
 
It is often objected, “These men did a lot of good preaching.”  I am reminded of the fact that it is only a 
little poison in “rat poison” that kills!  Someone has said, “Ninety-nine percent of rat poison is not 
harmful, it is the one percent that kill!”  We are not thinking; nor are we discussing, the good associated 
with “CHRISTIANITY MAGAZINE;” but rather, the end result of its existence!  
 
Over the years there was presented the idea of fellowshipping those who taught error on the marriage 
and divorce question.  This is where the discussion of whether we can fellowship brother Homer Hailey 
came into focus.  Brother Ed Harrell advanced some fourteen (14) articles on the subject of marriage and 
divorce and would not allow anyone to respond to his material.  Brother Dee Bowman sat the practice by 
inviting brother Hailey to be a part of their “summer lectures” for several years – at the South Side 
Church of Christ, where brother Dee preached.  The “agenda” was, “We can fellowship those in error on 
the marriage and divorce question.”  
 
Another thought introduced at the beginning of the paper, Christianity Magazine, was that of: 
“Accentuate the positive and eliminate the negative.” This seemed to be a part of an “agenda” that 
was pushed.  From this there were those who began to modify their preaching to not be negative; but 
rather, to be kinder and softer in their preaching, thinking more people would be reached.  A whole 
segment of people swallowed this thought and the Lord’s people were divided down the middle.  There 
came to be a lot of preachers who ceased being negative and sought a positive type Christianity.   Here is 
another “agenda” that was introduced into the body of Christ. 
 
Now, there was introduced a “social gospel type of preaching,” and those who did not join the 
“agenda” were looked upon with disdain.  The “arrow of error” was projected and hearts were broken.  
The church has been divided and the cause of Christ has been affected – the Lord only, knows how 
much!  Continued..          Caa …..  
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