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CHRISTIANS CAN SIN 

(I Jno. 1:9; Jas. 5:16) 
 
 

I Jno. 1:9, “9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness,”  This passage is for  those who “walk in the light,” I Jno. 1:7.  John calls them 
“my little children,” I Jno. 2:1.  Those being talked about are ones who have, “overcome the evil one,” I Jno. 
2:14.  Those “little children,” were, “abiding in him (Christ, caa)”  I Jno. 2:28. “1 Behold what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God,”  I Jno. 3:1 – God had 
bestowed his love upon them; hence, they were children of God.  These individuals loved God, “19 We 
love, because he first loved us,” I Jno. 4:19.  It is said, “13 These things have I written unto you, that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life, even unto you that believe on the name of the son of God,” How could 
one conclude this people, to whom John is writing, are not Christians, when the last, text says, “ye have 
eternal life, even unto you that believe on the name the son of God,”  They had eternal life and believed 
on the Son of God.   Yet, these people are told, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness,”  These could sin and were told to confess their 
sins and they would be forgiven.  Point made. 
 
  
Jas. 5:15-16, “15 …..  and if he have committed sins, it shall be forgiven him.  16 Confess therefore your 
“sins one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.”  Those to whom James is writing 
are called “brethren,” Jas. 1:2.  These had “faith,” Jas. 1:2.  As I look at the book of James it is noted they 
could, “endure temptation; for when he hath been approved, he shall receive the crown of life, which is 
promised to them that love him,” Jas. 1:12.  This people were involved in “pure religion,” Jas. 1:27.  These 
people were involved in following the “perfect law of liberty,” Jas. 1:25.  James was writing to those who, 
“held the faith of Jesus Christ,” Jas. 2:1. These folks could, “7 ….. blaspheme the honorable name by which 
ye are called,” Jas. 2:7.  The brethren are told to, “resist the devil and he will flee from you,” Jas. 4:7.  It is 
said concerning those to whom James was writing, “17 To him therefore that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin,” Jas. 4:17.  Should I produce additional material to show a Christian can sin, 
and when he does, he needs to confess that sin and have others pray for him?   Up to this point it is 
demonstrated a Christian can sin and there is a need, for him who sins, for prayer that he or she may be 
forgiven of their sins – POINT IS MADE. 
 
SIMON, Acts 8:22, sinned and was told to “pray,” Acts 8:24.  The brother in I Cor. 5, who had his father’s 
wife was withdrawn from, and the man repented and came back to the Lord, II Cor. 2:7.  DEMAS, II Tim. 
4:9, is said to have forsaken Paul, “10 ….. having loved this present world,” II Tim. 4:10.  These are 
examples of righteous people sinning, and there being a need for prayer, that they may be forgiven. 
 
Brethren, this warning is for you and me that we be careful in life and sin not; but should we sin, we need 
to remember we can have forgiveness of sins committed, I Jno. 1:9; Jas. 5:16.  When God forgives our 
sins they are remembered no more!  So, a Christian can sin, and can receive the remission of his sins.  
God has provided for us to be cleansed when we sin – we should take advantage of those provisions 
provided by the Lord.         Caa ….. 
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