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“CHRISTIANS FIRST” 
(Acts 11:26; 26:28; I Pet. 4:16) 

 
In Isa. 62:2 we find this statement: “And the nations shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory; and 
thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of Jehovah shall name.”  I believe Acts 11:26 to be 
the fulfillment of this prophesy, “And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”  I had a discussion 
with a First Christian Church preacher one time, and asked him, “Where in the Bible do you find the term 
First Christian Church?”  He responded by saying, “Read Acts 11:26, they were called First Christians in 
Antioch!”  I had some fun with his perversion of Acts 11:26 – the passage says, “Christians first at Antioch.” 
 
There have been those in the past, who have advocated the church does not have a name.  I believe Isa. 
62:1 says “they shall be called by a new name, which the mouth of Jehovah shall name.”  If I were to refer 
to one person as a “Christian,” am I not calling him by a name?  If I refer to all of God’s people in the 
aggregate sense as “Christians,” am I not calling them by name?  I believe this is the name God gave – 
but not the only name.   
 
Through the years I have heard many say, “The church does not have a name.”  I did not believe the 
statement when it was presented and I do not believe it now.  I believe the church has a name.  Take a 
look at the argument I shall present and think on these things.  
 
Eph. 3:14-15, “14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father,  15 from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named.”  The Bible teaches, the church is a family.  We are referred to as brothers and 
sisters in II Cor. 6:18, “And will be to you a Father, And ye shall be to me sons and daughters.”  This 
passage also states God is our Father.  Gal. 4:26: “But the Jerusalem that is above is free, which is our 
mother.”  In these passages we find sons and daughters, a Mother and a Father and I would think this 
is a family.  God said, “15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,” Eph. 3:15.  So, we 
are a family!  According to God he has named us!  My mother and father named me Carl Adon Allen and 
that is my name.  The church is called, Church of God, I Cor. 1:2; “House of God,” I Tim. 3:15; “Church 
of the First Born, (ones),” Heb. 12:23; “Churches of Christ,” Rom. 16:16.  All of these, and possibly 
more, are terms by which the church was called; and thus, its names.  
 
An individual who espoused this position, the church has no name, was responsible for a sign in front of 
their building – “CHRISTIANS MEET HERE” and under that they printed “but not the only Christians.”  I 
had correspondence with him and asked what he had reference to when he added, “Not the only 
Christians?”  He did not want to admit that it was an invitation to the denominational world.  Since the 
denominational world think they are Christians, they were welcome to come in.  This preacher tried to 
explain that he had other congregations of God’s people in mind; but, that was not the obvious meaning!  
He knew better and I did also.   
 
I do not understand why there are so many folks, in the church, who want to present something new and 
want to be recognized as one who comes up with new ideas.  My thoughts are, read the Bible and believe 
what is presented therein.  The same idea is presented when there is an objection to a sign out front and 
the preachers name is stated and then the term “minister.”  They want to attack this and say it is wrong.  In 
II Tim. 4:5, you have, “fulfil thy ministry.”  If an evangelist has a “ministry,” would he not be a minister to his 
ministry?  Enough said.                                                                                  Caa ….. 
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