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“CHRISTIANS LOVE” 
(Matt. 22:37-40) 

“37 And he said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind.  38 This is the great and first commandment.  39 And a second like unto it is this, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.  40 On these two commandments the whole law hangeth, and the prophets,” 
Matt. 22:37-40. Two things stated in these passages one needs to give attention to:  (1) One’s love to God, 
which is the first of all things, and (2) One’s love to his neighbor.  I would understand the meaning of, “40 
On these two commandments the whole law hangeth, and the prophets,” Matt. 22:40 is that everything the 
law demands has to do with either God; or, a person’s neighbor!  

We recognize that God is to be first in our lives.  In fact, in this passage, we observe God is to be first in 
mind and soul.  God is to be out front, he is first in the life of a Christian (making application to the New 
Testament.)  God will not take second place, he has to be first in our lives.  This means we act in a 
beneficial manner toward God and there is not place in our lives where he is second – he must be first.   

When we put God first in our lives it is obvious that we have him and his laws out front: “29 But Peter and 
the apostles answered and said, We must obey God rather than men,” Acts 5:29.  God, nor his law, is to 
take second place in our lives; we must give God honor and glory first in our lives.  “23 Jesus answered 
and said unto him, If a man love me he will keep my word: and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him,” Jno. 14:23.   

The second commandment in Matt. 22:37-40 is to, “love thy neighbor as thy self.”  This is to realize that 
one should act in a beneficial manner toward his neighbor! Would it be improper for me to suggest that 
this is demonstrated in Matt. 25?  “35 For I was hungry,, and ye gave me to eat; I was thirsty, and ye gave 
me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me in;  36 naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited me; 
I was in prison, and ye came unto me,” Matt. 25:35-36.  The efforts stated here would be like a man loving 
his neighbor.  Another expression describing one who exhibited love to his fellow man would be in Gal 6:10, 
“So then, as we have opportunity, let us work that which is good toward all men.”  I feel I would be amiss if 
I did not mention another passage: “10 Well reported of for good works; if she hath brought up children, if 
she hath used hospitality to strangers, if she hath washed the saints; feet, if she hath relieved the afflicted, 
if he hath diligently followed every good work,” I Tim. 5:10, - would this not be a good example of one 
manifesting love, acting in a beneficial manner to others? 
 
All of this is to show that God acted in a beneficial manner toward man and it is called the “love of God.”  
Man acts in a beneficial manner toward God and it is called the “love of man.”  There is so much involved 
in our love for God.  When God acts toward man, we refer to it as being the love of God!  When man acts 
in a beneficial manner toward God and his fellow man, we refer to it as being the love of man.    
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