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CHURCH & BAPTISM 

 
I have been asked a question:  ”Would you please explain the relationship of baptism to the Church?”  The following is my answer to 
this question.   
 

What do I mean by BAPTISM?  The baptism I am discussing is the baptism in water, “36 ….. And as 
they went on their way, they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, here is water; what 
doth hinder me to be baptized?” Acts 8:36.  Also, in I Pet. 3:20-21, “20 that aforetime were disobedient, 
when the longsuffering of God waited in the days or Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, 
that is eight souls, were saved through water:  21 which also after a true likeness doth now save you, 
even baptism, not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of a good conscience 
toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  So, the baptism we are talking about is a baptism 
in water! 
 
Now, what do we mean by the word “baptism.”  The New Testament defines the word for us: “12 having 
been buried with him in baptism,” Col. 2:12.  From this passage we learn baptism is a “burial!”  Again, “4 
We were buried therefore with him through baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life,” Rom. 6:4.  In each of 
these passages baptism is defined as a “burial.”  Baptism is not sprinkling or pouring; but rather a 
burial in water! 
 
The CHURCH must be considered: Jesus said, “18 And I also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it,” Matt. 16:18.  
Jesus said he would build “MY CHURCH” and he did!  “47 ….. And the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved,” KJV, Acts 2:47.  It is stated that those who were being saved were: “41 Then 
they that gladly received his word were baptized; and the same day were added unto them about three 
thou-sand souls,”  The people who were being baptized in water were the ones who composed the Lord’s 
Church – saved people.  The Lord did build his church and it came into existence on the first Pentecost 
after the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  This is the Lord’s Church. 
 
To be in Christ is to be in the Church; but, we are baptized into Christ, Rom. 6:3, “3 Or are ye ignorant 
that all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?”  Another passage teaching 
the same is, Gal. 3:27, “27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ.”  Each of 
these passages state we are baptized into Christ; but, to be baptized into Christ is to be baptized into 
the Church: “13 For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one body,” I Cor. 12:13.  Eph. 1:22-23 teaches 
me the body and the church are the same: “and he put all things in subjection under his feet, and gave 
him to be head over all things to the church,  23 which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.”  
It now is understood that when one is “baptized into Christ,” he is baptized into the Body; or, 
baptized into the Church – to do one is to do the other, they all are the same.  We are baptized into 
Christ; or, we are baptized into the church.  This is the reason for the statement, “the Lord added to the 
church daily those that were being saved.”  But my friends, we are talking about one becoming a member 
of the Lord’s Church – not churches of this world.   
 
All of this is taught in the Word of God and is, therefore, not after men.  Without this teaching one cannot 
know to be baptized; and thus, be a part of the Lord’s Church.  Now, this causes us to consider a state-
ment that is true and must be considered carefully:  “One cannot obey error and be a part of truth!”  “One 
cannot accidently obey the gospel!”  When one is taught he becomes knowledgeable concerning what the 
Lord wants him to do; thus, does not accidently obey the gospel.  A person cannot be intent on 
becoming a member of some denomination; and yet, accidently become a member of the Lord’s Church.   
Continued next week.         Caa ….. 
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