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CHURCH & BAPTISM II 

 
Continued from last week: 
 

We have established, from last week’s material, that one who is baptized scripturally, is added to the 
Lord’s Church.  There must be an explanation of what we mean when the expression “added to the Lord’s 
Church,” Acts 2:42, KJV.  There are two senses in which the word “Church” is used.”  First, we think of 
the “Universal Church,” which is composed of every person who becomes a Christian.  All of God’s 
children are added together; or, they are numbered as a part of God’s universal people.  The Lord’s adds 
each person who obeys the gospel to the “Universal Number.”  There is another way the word 
“church” is used: it has reference to a “local congregation.”  Paul, in Acts 9, desired to “join himself to 
the disciples,” Acts 9:26.  He desired to be a part of the “Local congregation at Jerusalem.”  Here we 
have two uses of the word “church.”  One use in a “Universal” sense, another in the sense of a “Local” 
congregation!  
 
The “local” congregation is composed of those who are “Christians,” in a certain area: Church at Corinth, 
I Cor. 1:2; Church at Ephesus, Rev. 2:1;  Church at Thessalonica, I Thess. 1:1;  Church at Thyatira, Rev. 
2:18, and so with all the other places where the “church” is mentioned in a city – it has reference to a 
group of Saints, Christians, who live in that area and are banding themselves together to worship and 
work for the cause of the Lord.  It is easy to see that there is the “universal” sense and also the “local” 
sense of the word “church.”  The Lord adds one to the “universal” church and each person “joins,” 
associates himself with the “local” church where he lives; thus, they work for the Lord and worship in that 
area.   
 
Now, back to “baptism.” “Baptism” is necessary to salvation, Acts 2:38; “Faith” is necessary to 

salvation, Rom. 10:10;  “Confession” is necessary to salvation, Rom. 10:10;  “Repentance” is neces-
sary to salvation.  I like to make the point that all of these are “equally” related to salvation.   By that 
statement I mean: “Each one of these requirements are “equally” commanded.  Each one listed must 
be performed.  The order is: faith, repentance, confession and baptism.  Each of these is a command 

and each must be performed. 
 
When Philip went to Samaria, he taught concerning the “kingdom” of God, Acts 8:12; but you see, the 
“kingdom” is the Church! Jno. 3:5.  To be born of the water and of the Spirit is to produce the new birth!  
The Spirit instructed folks of the first century to be baptized in water for the remission of their sins – this 
was the new birth!   This new birth takes place in baptism, “we arise to walk in newness of life;” thus, a 
new birth, Rom. 6:4.  When one is born of “water and the Spirit,” he walks in “newness of life,” Rom. 6:4.  
But, to walk “in newness of life,” he is born again.  One must be born again before he can enter Christ, 
one must be born again before he can enter the church, I Cor. 12:13 and one must be born again before 
he can be a part of the Lord’s Kingdom. 
 
Someone has well said: “To belong to Christ is to belong to his Church; To belong to Christ and the 
Church is to belong to his Kingdom!  If one does not belong to Christ he does not belong to the Church 
and if one does not belong to the Church; he does not belong to the Kingdom – they all stand or fall 
together.  If, then, you desire to be a part of Christ, this desire makes one to be a member of the Church 
and the Kingdom by being born again through faith, repentance, confession and baptism! 
 
It is important for one to understand what he is doing and why he is doing it.  One does not get into 
Christ; into the church; into the kingdom, by accident!       Caa … 
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