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CHURCH – NAME! 

(Eph. 3:15) 
 

When I lived in Lufkin, Texas, 1966-1972, I became exposed to many different ideas and thoughts.  One  
thought, presented to me, was: “The church does not have a name!”  From Lufkin I moved to Denver, 
Colorado and again I was confronted with the thought of the church not having a name!  In all of the years 
in between, I believed the church did have a name and continue to believe the same today.  
 
The best way I know to answer this thought is, to begin with, what the Bible says about the matter.  “14 
For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father,  15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named,” Eph. 3:14-15.   I am reminded of God giving Adam a charge of naming everything.  What Adam 
named everything is the names we use to designate all that was created – he named Eve (mother of all 
living).  This text extends a little beyond the birds, bees, animals and fishes; we see that God has named 
every family in heaven and on earth.  All families have a name!  
 
The CHURCH is a family and thus has been named.  Christ is the groom, the church is the bride, and 
those of us in the church are brothers and sisters, in the Lord.  All of this indicates a family; and thus, 
the family of God has a name, Eph. 3:15.   
 
If I were to ask you: “What is your name?” You would understand me to say “What are you called?”  Your 
name is what you are called.   I am Carl Adon Allen, that is what my mother and father named me and 
that is what I am called.  The expression “CHURCHES OF CHRIST,” in Rom. 16:16 tells us what the 
church was called, in the first century; and thus, it is proper to refer to the same group of people as the 
“CHURCHES OF CHRIST!” today – it is their name.  That is, speaking where the Bible speaks.   
 
The “CHURCHES OF CHRIST” are those congregations which believe and practice New Testament 
Christianity!  A few years ago, I had a discussion (private) with the “liberal” preacher, here in town, and 
after listening to him give details of what this congregation was practicing, I told him he needed to change 
the name at the front of the building, where he worshiped.  A big look of questioning what I had in mind, 
soon produced the question from him: “Why should we change our name?”  I then told him that the 
congregation was no longer a “Church of Christ;” because, it did not practice New Testament 
Christianity!  Needless to say, there are many congregations which no longer practice the truth’ and thus, 
need to change their name.  The name they use no longer represents what they practice and who they 
are – they have drifted into apostasy!  
 
The expression, “Churches of Christ” has to do with those in a community who practice New Testament 
Teaching.  If they do not practice New Testament Teaching, they do not qualify to be called a “CHURCH 
OF CHRIST!”   
 
There are those who will call a “dog” a “cat;” but, that does not make the “dog” is a “cat!”  There are those 
who will call a “cow” a “horse;” but that does not make the “cow” a “horse.”   Call it what you may; but, 
evidence of examination will determine what it is – “dog” “cat” “horse” or a “cow.”  So, when I see a 
sign that says, “CHURCH OF CHRIST,” immediately I want to know what they teach and what they stand 
for.  If they do not teach New Testament teaching and do not practice New Testament doctrine, I know 
they need to change their name.  “11 that no advantage may be gained over us by Satan: for we are not 
ignorant of his devices,” II Cor. 2:11.  There are a lot of brethren who have the devil by the tail!  
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