
“DEATH” 

 
It is not uncommon to find the word “death,” used in the Bible.  Sometimes the word is used in a literal 
sense and sometimes it is used in a figurative sense, in the sense of a “spiritual death.”  The purpose of 
this article is to present what is involved in both uses of this word – physical use and spiritual use. If I 
may, let’s take the physical death first and discuss what is involved.   
 
PHYSICAL DEATH:  In the Garden of Eden, after the man and woman had sinned, a curse was placed 
upon all men, “Dust thou art and to dust shall thou return,” Gen. 3:19.  When, then, a person dies 
physically there is a separation of the body and the soul: “18 And it came to pass, as her soul was 
departing (for she died), that she called his name Benjamin,” Gen. 35:18.  When death occurred, the soul 
departed from the body and thus a separation, (this is the meaning of death.  In Acts 9:37, Dorcas fell 
sick and she died.  Here again we have the soul departing from the body and she died - separation.  
Those who advocate Jesus was just a human being argue: “God cannot die!”  This statement is made to 
try and convince people that Jesus did die; so, he was not God!  This is a foolish path.  All that is meant 
when the Bible teaches that Jesus died on the cross is: his inward part was separated from his outward 
part.  The inward part of Jesus was separated from the outward part and thus he died, His spirit was 
committed to God, “yielded up his spirit,” Matt. 27:50; “Into thy hands I commend my spirit,” Lk. 23:46; 
“Jesus uttered with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost,” Mk. 15:37; “he said, It is finished; and he bowed 
his head, and gave up his spirit,” Jno. 19:30.  Here then we have the body on the cross, the soul went to 
hades, Acts 2:27, and the spirit is returned to God, by Christ.  When Paul referred to this he said: “Christ 
died for our sins,” I Cor. 15:3.  This is described as “death” or “separation.”  So this is the understanding 
of Heb. 9:27, “It is appointed unto men once to die,” there is to be a time when the body is separated from 
the soul and the spirit is returned to God.  This separation is physical death!  When this death was 
pronounced, Gen. 3:19, Adam began to die a physical death and he lived until he was nine-hundred-thirty 
years of age and “he died,” Gen. 5:5.  There is a physical death! 
 
SPIRITUAL DEATH:  Ezek. 18:4, 20: “The soul that sinneth it shall die.”  I understand this to be a 
“spiritual death,” as is also in Gen. 2:17, when God stated, “For in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surly die.”  In a spiritual sense the meaning of death is still “separation!”  When man sins he is 
“spiritually separated from God!”  This death is spoken of in Rom. 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death; 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  In Rom. 5:12, it is pinpointed that a man is 
not separated because of someone else’s sins, but his own sin, “for that all sinned.”  In this text it is being 
argued, “What we lost in the first Adam, we regained in the second Adam.  Herein comes the meaning of 
such terms as, “redemption,” “regeneration,” “reconciliation,” and “new birth.”  There is a need to be 
reconnected with God.  This is the meaning of, “if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin,” I Jno. 1:7.  I Jno. 
3:4 defines for us what is meant by “sin,” “for sin is a transgression of the law.”  There is a need for the 
remission of sins and thus a need for obedience to the Gospel, II Thess. 1:8.  The Gospel is God’s power 
unto salvation, Rom. 1:16. When a person’s sins are remitted, he then has fellowship with God and is not 
separated from God, because of sin and death.  The child of God who sins is separated from God and 
needs the remission of his sins, to be reconnected to God, so he will not be spiritually dead – separated 
from God.  Because we have obeyed the gospel and received the remission of our sins, Ac. 2:38; and 
when we continue to asked for remission of sins that are committed as a child of God, I Jno. 1:9, Jas. 
5:16, then and only then will we be, “presented holy and without blemish and unreprovable before him.” 
Col. 1:22.                            Caa ….. 
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