
 
 
 
 

“DEBATING” 
 
 
Several years ago, while living in Mt. Pleasant, Texas, I suggested to a Baptist preacher we have a 
“debate,” on the subject of baptism.  He responded by saying: “The word debate is associated with 
fornicators and liars.  No, I do not want to associate with that kind of people!”   He was using the word 
“debate” as was found in the 1611 King James Version of the Bible, Rom. 1:29; II Cor. 12:20.  I was using 
the word “debate” to mean, “To have a discussion concerning what is right or wrong with a certain sub-
ject,” in this case baptism – this was for the purpose of proving what was right or wrong by the New 
Testament. 
 
All Christians have the responsibility of: “Contending for the Faith,” Jude 3.  In II Cor. 10:3 we find, “For 
though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh.”  This text designates we are in a 
“war!”  Paul says, this “war” is against the “principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of 
this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness,”  Eph. 6:12.  This is our battle against the Devil 
and all his hosts.  Paul tells us we need the “whole armor of God,” to engage in this battle, Eph. 6:13-
17. It is the duty of every member of the Lord’s body to “put on the whole armor of God,” Eph. 6:11, 13.  
Since the Devil is a “spirit being,” our battle is against people the Devil uses to advance his cause, his 
arguments. 
 
These arguments are what Paul is writing about in II Cor. 10:5, “casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that is exalted against the knowledge off God.”  In our “warfare” we are answering false 
arguments against the truth and dealing with what Peter says, “the ignorant and unstedfast wrest, as they 
do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction,” II Pet. 3:16.  And here comes our duty to, 
“sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready always to give answer, to every man that asketh you a 
reason concerning the hope that is in you,” I Pet. 3:15.  It should be considered what Paul said in Phil. 
1:16, “I am set for the defence of the Gospel.” (The KJV has this as Phil. 1:17).  Should we not also be 
set for the defence of the Gospel? 
 
There are many subjects to be considered – anything that is not according to truth.  Faith, Baptism, Lord’s 
Supper, fornication, lying, gambling, denominationalism, distinction between the Old and New 
Testaments, 70 A.D.-ism and, marriage & divorce, evolution, atheism, hope of heaven, reality of hell, and 
humanity & deity of Christ is to name just a few subjects that need to be discussed.  The Christian has to 
arm himself and be prepared to deal with such issues. 
 
Because we have to “stand” and because we have to be in the “warfare,” we need to equip ourselves 
with “TRUTH.”  Knowing the truth, we can oppose that which is false, Jno. 8:32.  This causes us to be 
defined as being on the Lord’s side and not following the Devil, Jno. 8.  
 
My desire should not be to be a “champion among men,” but rather a “humble servant” of our Lord and 
savior Jesus Christ.  If I can study the word of God and influence others to become “humble servants” 
of the Lord and in the end go to heaven, life will have been worth living.  “Take heed to thyself, and to thy 
teaching.  Continue in these things; for in doing this thou shalt save both thyself and them that hear thee,” 
I Tim. 4:16.             Caa ….. 
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