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“DISCIPLING THE UNRULY” 

 
In most cases, when we think of “discipline” it is to those who committed adultery, or some terrible sin, so 
outlandish one cannot conceive it to be just and then everyone is in agreement that something should be 
done.  We think of I Cor. 5:5; Rom. 16:17; II Thess. 3:6 and thus discipline is for the purpose of bringing 
them back.  This is well and good; but, could it be that we are overlooking something that needs our 
attention?  Many years ago I read a lecture presented that caused me to think: 
 
“What are congregations today doing about the divinely enjoined responsibility of disciplining unruly, 
recalcitrant members?  Little or nothing! Our failure in this matter is due to an attitude which is widespread 
in the church, namely, that what the members do is nobody’s business but their own.  Our hands off policy 
regarding the lives of church members has resulted in many a covetous man becoming an elder.  Imagine  
a stingy, greedy, avaricious man occupying a position of leadership in the church of God when he ought 
rather to be denied the fellowship of faithful brethren! 
 
“The most commonplace example of our failure to maintain discipline in the local church is with reference 
to the members who attend or fail to attend religious services just as they please.  We have all seen 
instances of men who will be absent from the Lord’s day worship for several weeks at a time – fishing, 
hunting, golfing, etc. – during which absence not one single elder will go seeking for these sheep of the 
Lord who have gone astray.  And very often when such prodigals finally return to services, they do so 
without expressing any sense of shame or remorse, making no public acknowledgment of heir sin – and 
later are even asked to lead in public prayer, serve at the Lord’s Table, etc.!  Such a picture is as absurd 
as that of a husband and father who would desert his wife and children for weeks at a time and then return 
home without offering any expression whatever of guilt, shame and sorrow for his dereliction of duty.  
 
“People who forsake the assembly of the saints and then return without making a public confession of sin 
are moral cowards, and so are the elders who allow such a disgraceful condition to exist.  
 
“If congregations operate efficiently to the glory of God, the saving of sinners, and the edification of 
members, then the maintenance of discipline, with both its negative and positive aspects, is an absolute 
necessity.  Let us strive always to maintain the divine standard by being loyal to Jesus Christ and his Word.  
Christ-centered churches are well disciplined churches.” Ancient Faith in Conflict, James M. Tolle, 
1955. P. 47-48. 
 
Several years ago, when I preached at a congregation in a town, each year when a gospel preachers wife 
had a family reunion on Sunday, he and his wife would come to services on Sunday morning, we had 
worship services first, and then would leave after services and not stay for Bible Study; because, he wanted 
the additional time to visit with family.  There was a family that often had a “trail ride,” on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday.  They then would pull up in their pickup and park, with mules in the trailer, come and want to 
partake of the Lord’s Supper on Sunday evening.  Another person from a near city was an elder of a 
congregation, would bring his sons and hunt on Sunday and come to services on Sunday evening and 
desire to partake of the Lord’s Supper at our services that night.  Now, brethren, if you call this New 
Testament Christianity, I have a problem with what the bible teaches about God being first in our lives!  
From the standpoint of “discipline” are we leaving undone what needs to be done?                      Caa ….. 
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