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“DAVID STRENGTHENED HIMSELF  II” 

(I Sam. 30:6) 
 

I received this note from a brother, requesting certain information:  “May I suggest a topic for one of 
your messages next year?  In I Sam. 30, the Amalekites raided and burned Siklag and took the wives and 
children of David’s men.  The men wanted to stone him, but David strengthened himself in the Lord his 
God, I Sam. 30:6. In meeting the challenges of life in today’s world, especially during these uncertain 
times, we need to strengthen ourselves in the Lord our God.”   I am indeed thankful for this request and 
pray that in my answer, we shall be on the same page. 
 
The context of I Sam. 30:6 is interesting, last week we noted the difficulties David had and that he relied 
upon his association with God.  Application was made to those of us who were Christians and that we 
need to maintain a close association with God through Jesus.   
 
Additional material should be noted in I Sam. 30, that could easily be passed by. The rest of the story is 
found in David asking for an ephod, by which he inquired of God, “should they pursue?”  To which the 
reply came: “9 ….. Pursue; for thou shalt surely overtake them, and shall without fail recover all,” I Sam. 
30:8.  David followed the commandment of God and “recovered all,” I Sam. 30:19-20.   David followed 
God’s instructions and was indeed successful!  Herein is a lesson for you and me.  We are to seek God 
and his will and we shall be as successful as was David, Rom. 15:4: “4 For whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our learning, that through patience and through comfort of the scriptures 
we might have hope.” 
 
In the New Covenant we are told: “ 17 And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him,”  I note that this is in “word or deed,” and I 
believe that covers all things done.  Consider also in I Thess. 5:21, “21 Prove all things; hold fast that 
which is good.”  We can learn from David, “we need to strengthen ourselves in the Lord our God.”    
 
God’s people are living at a time when there are efforts made to change just about everything required of 
his people.  There are those who would change God’s plan of salvation.  There are those who would 
change the fact of Jesus building one church, as is opposed to denominationalism.  We have those 
who would change the Lord’s Supper and the giving on the first day of the week.  We always have 
those among us who feel instruments of music are not sinful!  There are those among us who have no 
respect for the government of the Lord’s church – they do not want Elders.  There are those who would 
change the works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit.  Yes, even those among us who do not believe 
in an eternal place of punishment – hell!  There is a “need to strengthen ourselves in the Lord our 
God.”   Is it not possible for his people to seek the wisdom and knowledge of God and act 
accordingly? 
 
“21 Not every one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father who is in heaven.  22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out demons, and by thy name do many mighty works?  23 
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity,” Matt. 7:21-23.  
The word “iniquity,” is a word that means you did all this without my law, without my authority.  You 
were on your own with “your doctrines and precepts of men,”  Like David, we must look to God and 
his word and be obedient to his word before we can be justified!  David strengthened himself in the 
Lord his God, I Sam. 30:6.  “9 Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath 
not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son,” II Jno. 9-11. Caa ….. 
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