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DID EVERYONE SPEAK IN TONGUES? 
 

The “Baptism of the Holy Spirit” for many people is the means of being saved.  If you do not receive the 
“Baptism of the Holy Spirit” you are not saved.  This is what is being taught by many folks, saying that 
one needs to “pray through” and he then receives the Holy Spirit Baptism.  Then as evidence they have 
received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, they will speak in tongues. 
 
According to some, “The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a command.  When asked, “Where in the New 
Testament does one find The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a command?”  The impossible task comes 
to light.  One cannot find anywhere that it is a command!  Many have been the times I have read the New 
Testament through and I have been on the lookout for such a passage and can say with confidence that it 
is not there.   
 
There IS a thought presented – The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a promise!  “4 And, being assembled 
together with them, he charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, said he, ye heard from me: 5 for John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized 
in the Holy Spirit not many days hence,” Acts 1:4-5.  Now, this is established as a “promise” and not a 
“command.”   Commands are to be obeyed and promises are to be received.  According to Matt. 3:11, 
Jesus was the one to administer the promise of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  “11 I indeed baptize you in 
water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: 
he shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit.”  Jesus was the one to administer the baptism of the Holy Spirit – 
that was a promise.  Again, promises are to be received and commands are to be obeyed.  What is 
designated is that the baptism of the Holy Spirit was a promise.   
 
Did all receive the gift of speaking in tongues?  The New Testament teaches that everyone did not receive 
the gift of speaking in tongues.  If everyone received all of the gifts listed in I Cor. 12:8-10.  Consider the 
text of I Cor. 12:29-30.  “Are all apostles are all prophets are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles  30 
have all gifts of healing do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?”  So, all did not speak in tongues; but, 
you already knew that, did you not?  If each Christian had all of the gifts then a speaker in tongues could 
interpret his own message – there would be no need for a speaker in tongues to remain silent if an inter-
preter was not present, I Cor. 14:28.  The speaker in tongues did not have the ability to interpret the 
message; he needed someone to do the interpreting for him.  So, everyone did not have the speaking in 
tongues and thus did not have the evidence they had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit.   
 
If one does not have the ability to speak in tongues and give testimony concerning him having the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit – he could not!  The doctrine of tongues giving testimony to receiving the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit is flawed.  Someone has said long ago: “If an interpretation is flawed, look at the conclusion of 
the argument.  If the conclusion is flawed, then it is an improper argument.” 
 
So, we come back to the original thought; The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is not a command, it is a promise.  
Promises are to be received and commands are to be obeyed.                     Caa ….. 
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