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“DIFFICULT  PASSAGE” 

(I Jno. 5:16-17) 
 
 

“16 If any man see his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask, and God will give him life for them 
that sin not unto death.  There is a sin unto death: not concerning this do I say that he should make request.  
17 All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death,” I Jno. 5:16-17.  There are some things in 
this passage that are self-evident.   The brother in this passage is speaking about a brother in Christ – not 
a fleshly brother. The responsibility to those brethren in Christ, is to help them live the right kind of life.  I 
have a responsibility to my brother in this matter.  It is self-evident that my brother needs the remission of 
his sins; so, he will not be lost. The opposite of, “there is a sin unto death,” and “there is a sin not unto 
death.”  I have been asked, “What is the sin unto death?” 
 
I feel the passage, I Jno. 1:9, is an explanation of this question!  “9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  Obviously the sin unto death 
is an unconfessed sin.  When a brother sins and is not willing to confess, he has done wrong, this sin will 
not be forgiven.  James deals with this thought in Jas. 5:16: “16 Confess therefore your sins one to another, 
and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.” The “healing” in this passage has reference to the 
forgiveness of sins.  The passage says, “confess therefore our sins,” and thus, it is a healing from sin; or, 
the man has received the remission of his sins.  The way public sins are forgiven is for  the sin to be 
acknowledged publicly and the brethren pray that the confessed sin might be forgiven – it will be forgiven 
when this action is taken.  
 
Gal. 6:1, “1 Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in any trespass, ye who are spiritual restore such a one 
in a spirit of gentleness; looking to thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”  One will notice it is the place of the 
“spiritual” to do this type of work.  Could you imagine what it would be like to send an alcoholic bother to 
restore a brother who has a problem with drinking?  Would you send a brother who is a liar, to restore a 
brother that is a liar? – such does not work!  The thought is for the faithful brethren to assume the 
responsibility of “restoring ….. such a one overtaken in a trespass.” Gal. 6:1. For the faithful to let this go is 
an unattended responsibility.  If a faithful brother does this – leaves the sinner unattended – he himself shall 
become unfaithful.   
 
In Matthew 18:15-17 we find how a wayward brother is to be dealt with.  First of all, we go to the unfaithful.  
If he hears our admonition, we have gained a brother or sister.  Should he/she not respond we now take 
witnesses with us to affirm what we have done.  Should this person refuse you and the witnesses, it then 
is to be taken before the church and if he hear not the church he/she is to be as a Gentile and a Publican.  
This is teaching the need of withdrawing from the unfaithful, Rom. 16:17; II Thess. 3:6.  Now, brethren, if 
this is not done does it not make the faithful, unfaithful?  If not why not? 
 
Possibly we need to remember II Thess. 3:15, “15 And yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him 
as a brother.”  We need to remember this attitude while we are dealing with the erroring brother/sister.  
There is never a need for bitterness or hatred exhibited toward and erroring brother.  If and when he 
responds we need to remember the words of Paul, “7 …. Forgive him and comfort him, lest by any means 
such a one should be swallowed up with his overmuch sorrow,” II Cor. 2:7. 
 
There is a need for the “faithful” to be watchful and to remember their responsibility to those who have 
departed from the faith.  The faithful’s soul salvation is dependent upon this very fact.       Caa ….. 
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