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“DRESS, WOMEN” 
 

 Marriage was instituted by God, Matt. 19:4-6.  After the original sin God said, “Thy desire shall be to thy 
husband,” Gen. 3:16.  The New Testament notes that wives are to love their husbands, Tit. 2:4, “that they 
may train the young women to love their husbands, to love their children.”  Notice the “younger women” are 
to be “trained to love their husbands.”  
 
I am aware of women who are not members of the Lord’s church can and will do just about what they want 
to do.  God’s law reaches to them, whether they know it or not; also, there are those who are not married 
who seem to not care what God has legislated, whether they know it or not.  I am concern about what the 
New Testament, “law of Christ,” teaches, Gal. 6:2, and its application to those who want to live according 
to his law. 
 
I observe, in the world and in the Lord’s Church, those who seem to have no regard for proper dress, in 
and out of the worship assembly.  It seems there is a trend for the top of a dress to be pushed lower and 
lower and the bottom of a dress to be pulled up higher and higher.  Then if this is not enough there is the 
mid-drift that has become wider and wider.  I believe the New Testament lays down a principle that will 
govern how a godly woman is to dress.  
 
I Tim. 2:9-10, “9 In like manner, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefastness and 
sobriety; not with braided hair, and gold or pearls or costly raiment; 10 but (which becometh women 
professing godliness) thru good works.”  PLEASE NOTE:  MODEST, (well-arranged, decent),  APPAREL, 
clothing or garments;  SHAMEFASTNESS, (A sense of shame, modesty, is used regarding the demeanor 
of women in the church);  SOBRIETY,  (sound judgment practically expresses the meaning, it is that 
habitual inner self-government, with its constant rein on all the passions and desires, which would hinder 
the temptation to these from arising, or at all events in such strength as would overbear the checks and 
barriers which shamefastness is opposed to, etc.)  Please observe the expression, “women professing 
godliness.”  Would it be proper for me to say, there are those who do not consider their apparel and are 
of those who are not “professing godliness, through good works?” 
 
Through my years of preaching I have seen women attend the services of the Lord with no concern about 
how open they are dressed!  I have seen shorts, short dresses, short shorts, dressed down from above 
and up from below and nothing-in-between.  There is no way one can read I Tim. 2:9-10 and not know how 
she should dress.  It is easy for a woman to dress in such a way as to become an object of lust.  When this 
happens the woman is not professing godliness, in her dress habits. 
 
If a woman is “professing godliness” she will take a second look at herself to be sure she is radiating a 
CHRISTIAN CHARACTER and not sending a message of condemnation.   
 
It is a duty of a man or a woman to consider her / his appearance before they venture before the public eye. 
I need to remember that I am to be “the salt of the earth,” Matt. 5:13, and the “light of the world,” Matt. 
5:14.  The apparel of a person should not be that which will cause others to lust, of the flesh; but rather to 
think of him / her as a Christian – displaying what is of the Spirit, Gal. 5:16.                     Caa ….. 
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