
 
 

“EATING AT THE BUILDING” 

 
In the fifties and sixties we fought what may be termed “Institutionalism” with its “sponsoring church 
type arrangement” and associated with all of this was what may be termed the “Social Gospel.”  There 
was argued concerning a “fellowship hall” in which members of the church could eat and drink.  It would 
seem they took occasion to eat a meal at almost every function.  
 
In I Cor. 11:17-34 we have the Lord’s Supper being changed into a common meal.  When they 
changed the Lord’s Supper to a common meal Paul said, “It is not possible to eat Lord’s Supper,” I Cor. 
11:20.  When they came together for a common meal in the place of the Lord’s Supper Paul said, “What 
have ye not houses to eat and drink in?” I Cor. 11:22.  To emphasize this even further Paul says at the 
conclusion of his material presented, “If any man is hungry, let him eat at home,” I Cor. 11:34. 
 
From this I would conclude that if there are those who would want to remember Jesus and Him crucified, 
they would need to partake of the Lord’s Supper in an assembly, I Cor. 11:20.  If there are those who are 
hungry and need to feed the physical body then the advice is given, “If any man is hungry, let him eat at 
home,” I Cor. 11:34.  There is a physical feeding and a spiritual feeding, and the place for both is de-
signated. 
 
In every direction around us there are religious organizations that are interested in building what may be 
called, “family life centers,” and thus from the religions of the world many of my brethren have borrowed 
the idea of “let’s build us a fellowship hall” so we can eat and drink with one another.  For some reason 
my erring brethren think this is the solution for all of their problems.  In this they are right, it is the solution 
of their problems if they want to go in the way of the world!  But if we want to go the way of God, we will 
listen to the teaching of the apostle Paul in I Cor. 11. 
 
Paul’s teaching is: if a man or woman wants to be filled spiritually, then they will use the Lord’s Supper for 
the purpose of remembering the Lord and the fact of his death, that we may have the hope of eternal life.  
Paul’s teaching is: if a man wants to fill his stomach, because he is hungry, then he can do that at home, I 
Cor. 11:22, 34. 
 
I choose to follow the teaching of Paul and remember that there is a place for me to be filled spiritually 
and a place for me to be filled when I am hungry and my physical body needs nourishment.  I am sure 
there will be those who will turn a deaf year to this, which is to be expected.  We have brethren who 
curse, commit adultery, are interested in being social drinkers and have a desire to be a part of the world 
– these brethren would not believe anyone.  “If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded, if one rise from the dead,” Lk. 16:31. 
 
I personally will follow Paul and his teaching.  His teaching is: “inspired of God is also profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness: that the man of God may be 
complete, furnished completely unto every good work,” II Tim. 3:16-17.  Paul also  points us toward 
the Word of God to lead and guide us home, “And now I commend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and too give you the inheritance among all them that are sanctified,”  
Acts 20:32.  I cast my lot with the apostle Paul who was inspired of God.                                              Caa 
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