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“ELDERS” 
(Acts 14:23) 

 
From this context, Acts 20, we learn much about Elders, and what they are called and the nature of their 
work.  Paul addresses these men in Acts 20:28 and designates them as being “Bishops,” which means 
(overseers).  In Acts 20:17 they are called “Elders.”  From the word “feed” we have the word (pastor) as 
is presented in Eph. 4:12.  These two words, “feed,” “Pastor,” are connected to the word Shepherd, in I Pet. 
5:2.  Now, we have the word “Elder,” “Bishop,” “Pastor,” and “Shepherd” referring to the same office, I Tim. 
3:1. 
 
These men are always associated with a congregation of the Lord’s people: Acts 14:23, appointed elders 
in every church;  Phil. 1:1,  Elders, Deacons, Saints at Philippi;  Acts 15:4, Elders at Jerusalem;  Acts 
20:17, Elders of Ephesus; I Pet. 5:1, Elders among you.  When Elders are mentioned, they (the elders) 
are always associated with a congregation of the Lord’s people. 
 
Another point to ponder is that each time there are Elders of a congregation mentioned, they are always in 
the PLURAL – two or more.  The Lord did not want a one man rule; so, he designated Elders, plural.  There 
is a stern rebuke of a “one man rule” in III Jno. 9-10.  The New Testament never encourages a “one man 
rule.”  The Eldership of a congregation consist of two or more men, who are qualified – I Tim. 3, Tit. 1.  
 
Before Elders are appointed they need to be qualified.  This is the reason for the qualifications listed in I 
Tim. 3 and Tit. 1.  There are those who want to make the qualifications so strict there would be no way 
Elders could ever exist!  Then there is the other extreme where anyone and everyone could qualify – even 
women!  I do believe I remember reading, “If a man seeketh the office of a bishop.” I Tim. 3:1. 
 
In Heb. 13:17 we read. “17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit to them; for they watch in 
behalf of your souls, as they that shall give account that they may do this with joy, and not with grief: for 
this were unprofitable for you.”  These men, the Elders, have a “watch” and they have a “RULE.”  They 
“watch” to make sure every sheep abides by the “rule,” the word of God.  This is for the purpose of keeping 
people from being lost; or, sheep from going astray.   
 
At this point I need to introduce “EVANGELIST” and what they are called.  The word “EVANGELIST,”  II 
Tim. 4:5, Philip was an “Evangelist,” Acts 21:7;  “PREACHER,” Rom. 10:14;  “MINISTER,” for a person to 
have a ministry he must be a “Minister!”  From this we realize the “Evangelist” was never called “Pastor” in 
the New Testament. 
 
In Matt. 23 we have no man being called, “Rabbi,”  “Father,” or “Master.”   The preacher should not be 
called a “PASTOR” because that is not what the New Testament refers to him as being.  If we can add the 
word “Pastor” why cannot we add the word “REVEREND?”  We do things in Bible ways and call Bible 
things by Bible names!        Caa ….. 
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