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“FALSE TEACHERS” 
(II Jno. 9-11) 

 
Paul exposed two people in I Tim. 1:20, Hymenaeus and Alexander, “that they might be taught not to 
blaspheme.”  He told of a person by the name of Demus, who “forsook me, having loved this present world,”  
II Tim. 4:10.  He called the names of Hymenaeus and Philetus, “Men concerning the truth have erred, 
saying that the resurrection is past already, and overthrow the faith of some,” II Tim. 2:17-18.  Should I 
continue to show the man in I Cor. 5, who had his father’s wife?  Alexander the coopersmith, “Did me much 
evil: the Lord will render to him according to his works.” II Tim. 4:14.  The apostles dealt with such men in 
no kind manner! 
 
In II Jno. 9-11, John deals with false teachers, “9 Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching 
of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son.  10 If 
any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no 
greetings:  11 for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works.”  From this I learn how a person 
can be a partner in “evil works,” – “receive him into your house, and give him greetings.”  From what I read, 
this is a serious matter.  It is the difference between being saved and being lost.  Do you remember the 
admonition of Gal. 6:1: “…..Looking to thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”  The statement in I Cor. 5:11 has 
a bearing: “11 But as it is, I wrote unto you not to keep company, if any man that is named a brother be a 
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a one no, not 
to eat.” 
 
“For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against 
the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual host of wickedness in the heavenly places,” Eph. 
6:12.  In II Cor. 10:3-6, “3 Though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh  4 (for the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but mighty before God to the casting down of strongholds);  5 
casting down imaginations, and every high thing that is exalted against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ;  6 and being in readiness to avenge all disobedience, 
when your obedience shall be made full.”  Our “warfare” is against the Devil and all of his helpers.  Our duty 
is to answer all the arguments presented by the Devil, through man. 
 
It is true that our fighting is “not against man;” but have you ever seen anything presented that there was 
not a man used as an instrument to present such?  To my knowledge there has never been anything false 
or untrue that the Devil has presented but what he did not use man to present his message!  Don’t talk to 
me about “false doctrine” being opposed and there not be men involved! 
 
In dealing with “false teachers” we always need to keep in mind there is a soul involved.  Do you remember 
the words of Paul in II Thess. 3:15, “And yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”  
It would be well for a person to go back and take a look at Paul’s attitude toward the man in fornication and 
the attitude he insisted the brethren at Corinth have, “Rather forgive him,” II Cor. 2:7.  It is a terrible thing 
for a soul to be lost, and all that can be done, should be done, to “return the lost sheep,” Lk. 15:3-7. 
 
Life is loaded with problems, for the purpose of proving whether those who are strong will stand and contend 
for truth:  “For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye are obedient in all 
things,” II Cor. 2:9.  Also, in I Cor. 11:19, “For there must be also factions among you, that they that are 
approved may be made manifest among you.”                                Caa ….. 
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