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“FEELINGS: A STANDARD OF AUTHORIY?” 
 

Do we determine a thing right or wrong by our feelings? This has been an issue for many years, fought on 
the front lines as a standard to determine whether a thing is right or wrong.  Many have been the times 
there has been – “A good feeling is how a thing is determined to be right or wrong.” 
 
Our response through the years has been, “feelings” do not establish a thing to be right or wrong.  We 
have cited the apostle Paul as one who had a “good conscious” before he obeyed the gospel and that a 
“good conscience did not make him acceptable to the Lord.”  In Acts 23:1 he said, “1 … Brethren, I 
have lived before God in all good conscience until this day.”  Just because he thought he was acceptable 
to the Lord, did not mean he was saved. Later, after he obeyed the gospel, he said to the evangelist 
Timothy, “12 I thank him that enabled me, even Christ Jesus our Lord, for that he counted me faithful, 
appointing me to his service;  13 though I was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: howbeit 
I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief;  14 and the grace of our Lord abounded exceedingly 
with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus,” I Tim. 1:12-14.  So, Paul was not a Christian before he obeyed 
the gospel, though he had a “good conscience.”  Just because one thinks he is acceptable to the Lord 
does not make it so – “FEELINGS DO NOT MAKE RIGHT THAT WHICH IS WRONG.” 
 
I remember several years ago, it was a fad for the Lord’s people to have one night a month’ “a prayer 
meeting night.”  After a certain time and some thinking about what was being done this idea was abandoned; 
and so, we stopped having those meetings once a month.  It got to the point that there was no interest in a 
“Prayer meeting” once a month, on a Wednesday evening, and it died.   
 
Now there is a fad that has been started which seems to continue and to be very popular – “SINGINGS!”  
It seems there has been something started with singing that has struck a cord and causes everyone to feel 
good about what is being done.  Plans are made, professional song leaders are brought in from different 
locations and a two hour (?) singing is put on.  It seems so popular that many will come from great distances 
to hear the singing – some come from hundreds of miles, just for the singing.  At a time when there are few 
people who will travel across the city to a Gospel Meeting, these individuals will travel many miles to be a 
part of a singing.  They say, “It causes us to feel good.”   
 
I have no problem with a singing; but, this becomes a little more than a singing.  I had a former Elder of a 
congregation tell me, this is the greatest thing we have going, through the whole year.  This seems to be 
better than a Gospel Meeting being held. This congregation still has Gospel Meetngs - the singing is 
better.  
 
Through the years I have been reminded over and over that in the first century the people chanted.  They 
did not have classes to teach them how to chant better.  Our four part harmony is not a first century practice; 
yet is acceptable as a form of singing. Much emphasis is being placed on singing the best we can.  The 
bible does teach we are to sing; yet, it does not teach we are to attain profection in the four part harmony.  
The thing that bothers me of all of this is the “FEELINGS” that have been generated.  Are we gradually 
putting in place the thought that: “IF A THING HAS GOOD FEELINGS ASSOCIATED WITH IT THEN IT 
MAKES IT RIGHT?”- superior to the preaching of the gospel?   
 
This article is not for the purpose of establishing the fact of not having song books, that a singing is wrong, 
nor is it wrong to have a song leader.  When we have brought something into existence that the feelings of 
such is greater than there is for the preaching of the Gospel of Christ, something is wrong.  Are we 
cultivating the wrong thing?   Will it come to the point of some establishing a thing to be right or wrong on 
how they feel?                                                                                                                                      Caa ….. 
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