
“FIRST & SECOND COVENANT” 
 

Should one open his bible and look at the pages just before the book of Genesis, he would find a 
statement: – “The books of the Old Testament,” and then there would be a listing of all of the books of 
the Old Testament, 39 in number.  At the end of the book of Malachi and before the book of Matthew, 
there will be another statement: - “The books of the New Testament,” and then there would be a listing 
of all the books from Matthew to Revelation, 27 books in number.  One will notice the word “testament or 
covenant” is used for the Old books and the word “testament or covenant” is used for the New books.  
Do you know why they did this?  

 
It will be well for us to state, to begin with, the words “testament” and “covenant” are used 
interchangeably!  Should you look at W. E. Vine’s word studies, first at the word “testament,” it will direct 
you to “covenant,” thus, it could be the Old Covenant, or the Old Testament, and it could be the New 
Covenant or the New Testament.  A farther look at these two words will farther convince one that they are 
the same.  
 
The “death of Christ” caused him to be “the mediator” of a “New Covenant,” Heb. 9:15; yet in Heb. 
9:16-17 what he died for, is called a “testament.”  The words “Covenant” and the word “Testament” are 
interchangeable.  Now we have the statement, “He taketh away the first, that he may establish the 
second,” Heb. 10:9.  In this passage we have one covenant being “taken away” and another covenant 
being “established.”  Observe these words used in Heb. 9:15-17: The word “Covenant” is used in v. 15; 
yet the word “Testament” is used in v. 16, 17, for the same thing!   The “Covenant” that Jesus died for is 
referred to as a “New Covenant,” Heb.9:15.  Heb. 9:16-17: “16 For where a testament is, there must of 
necessity be the death of him that made it.  17 For a testament is of force where there hath been death: 
for it doth never avail while he that made it liveth.”  So, this becomes proof of the words “covenant” and 
“testament” being used interchangeably. 
 
There is a “New Covenant,” prophesied of by Jeremiah, Jer. 31:31.  Paul uses this prophesy and states it 
has been fulfilled, Heb. 8:8.  There is another covenant mentioned in Heb. 8:8 – this has to be the Old 
Covenant.  The first covenant is called and “old” covenant in Heb. 8:9.  So, first covenant, second 
covenant, New Covenant, Old Covenant, are expressions describing the Old Testament and New 
Testament respectively.  
 
In II Cor. 3, there is a contrast between that which is of the “letter” and that which is of the “Spirit,” v. 6.  
The “Old Covenant,” is said to be a “ministration of death, written, and engraven on stones, came with 
glory,”  v. 7 and the “ministration of righteousness exceed in glory,” v. 9.  So, in this contrast the second is 
greater than the first and should be regarded as such! 
 
The “Testament” of our Lord is that Covenant for which he died and should be considered as precious 
and worthy of our respect – the Lord died that it may be a reality and that which guides, directs, leads us 
toward heaven. 
 
We should be ever thankful for the “covenant” provided by the Lord.  His Covenant is that which we live 
by and through the Lord’s Covenant we have the hope of heaven, Rom. 8:24.                                         Caa ….. 

 
 
 

Carl Adon Allen  
1115 E. Houston Ave.  
Crockett, Tx.   75835 

(936) 544-3614 
carladonallen@gmail.com 

 
 
 


