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FALSE TEACHERS 
(Matt. 7:15) 

 
 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inward are ravening wolves,” Matt. 
7:15.  A prophet is a “spokesperson for someone,” Ex. 7:1: “1 ….. Aaron, thy brother shall be thy prophet.”  
In this, Aaron was a spokesman for Moses.  In the text, ASV, I find this: “1 But there arose false prophets 
also among the people, as among you also there shall be false teachers,“ II Pet. 2:1.  Notice, in his passage, 
these people are called, “false prophets,” and are also called “false teachers.”  A person can be a true 
spokesman for someone; and yet, that person can be a false spokesman for someone.  The difference 
between one being a good prophet and a bad prophet is the difference in him being true or being false! 

 
When one thinks of a person speaking for God, we think of one being true to God and his message is 
from God.  A false teacher (prophet) would be one who claims to be true; but is not – he is false in his 
teaching.  The text of Matt. 7:15, refers to such a one as being “in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening 
wolves.”  I do not believe this would describe one who stands for truth! 
 
In Matt. 16:6 we find the following, “6 And Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees,” Later Jesus explained what he was talking about, “12 Then understood 
they that he bad them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees,” Matt. 16:12.  So, there are those who will not tell you the truth. 
 
Several years ago, when I was preparing for a discussion with a Baptist preacher, I had a mock discussion 
with brother Elmer Moore, preparing for the coming discussion.  I made my first affirmative, and Elmer 
answered me with his first negative.  In my second affirmative I became rather perplexed and said to Elmer, 
“Elmer, you just lied about that!”  Brother Moore just looked at me and said, “What do you think the Baptist 
preacher will do?”  I have learned, through the years, that a false teacher is expected to lie to those to whom 
they are teaching – “they appear in sheep’s clothing, but inward are ravening wolves.”  There is little 
difference whether the false teacher or prophet, is a Baptist, Methodist, Seventh Day Advantest, Catholic 
Priest or a Jehovah Witness; or some of my preaching brethren,  they do not stand for truth and will not 
tell the truth; because, they do not believe truth. 
 
I had the difficult task of confronting a brother in Christ with the fact of him being a fornicator.  After talking 
with him, for about thirty minutes, I was convinced all of these things did not happen to him.  On the way 
back to my house I realized he had lied to me.  Here is where I learned if a brother would lie to God, lie 
to his wife, lie to his children and lie to the brethren, he would lie to me also.  When one stands in error he 
does not stand in truth.   
 
Please note what Peter says about false teachers, and false prophets: “17 These are springs without 
water, and mists driven by a storm; for whom the blackness of darkness hath been reserved. 18 For uttering 
great swelling words of vanity, and they entice in the lusts of the flesh, by lasciviousness, those who are 
just escaping from them that live in error; 19 promising them liberty, while they themselves are bondservants 
of corruption; for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he  also brought into bondage,” II Pet. 2:17-
19. 
 
Sad to say, there are those among us who claim to be preachers of righteousness who are false teachers!
          Caa ….. 
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