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“FELLOWSHIP” 

(Acts 2:42) 
 
 

“42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the 
prayers,” Acts 2:42.  This passage has been used by some, in the past, as commanding the ORDER OF 
WORSHIP!  That is not what this passages is doing; but rather, designating what the early church was 
doing.  I shall not enter into a discussion of this being the order of worship; but, say it is only teaching 
concerning the activity of the early church.  The context of Acts 2:42 are not teaching concerning public 
worship. 
 
The word “fellowship” is used in the text of Acts 2:42.  The word means, “joint participation.”  You can  
find this in I Jno. 1:6-7: “6 If we say we have fellowship with him and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not 
the truth;  7 but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”  When we walk in the light we have “fellowship” with 
God.  God directs our lives, we obey his directions, Jno. 14:23 and are thus in joint action with God – this 
is “fellowship.”  In v. 7 we observe that Christians are all doing the same thing, Acts 2:42, and thus, have 
“joint participation” - we have fellowship one with the other.   
  
The word “fellowship” is used with reference to the benevolent work, to the needy saints at Jerusalem;  
“4 Beseeching us with much entreaty in regard of this grace and the fellowship in the ministering to the 
saints,” II Cor. 8:4.  This has reference to the collecting of funds and sending funds to the needy saints at 
Jerusalem. Because of the giving of funds, by many congregations, this work is labeled as “fellowship.”  
Different brethren were working together, in the same effort, to send relief to those saints in Jerusalem; 
thus, the word “fellowship” is used.  The brethren were working jointly to accomplish this end.  Other 
material to read on this subject is found in II Cor. 8, 9; Rom. 15:25-29; I Cor. 16:1-4. 
 
The word “fellowship” is used with reference to the support of preachers.  “14 Howbeit ye did well that ye 
had fellowship with my afflictions.  15 And ye yourselves also know, ye Philippians, that in the beginning of 
the gospel when I departed from Macedonia, no church had fellowship with me in the mater of giving and 
receiving but ye only;  16 for even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my need.  17 Not that I 
seek for the gift; but I seek for the fruit that increaseth to your account,” Phil. 4:14-17.  This Idea is also 
expressed in II Cor. 11:8, referring to similar support from “other churches,” I Cor.9:1-14.  Individual 
support of Gospel preachers would be found in Gal. 6:6. 
 
So, in the Bible we have the word “fellowship” used in reference to:  1. Common activities in our spiritual 
relationship to God, obeying God’s word, I Jno. 1:6.  2. Our common activities in living the Christian life, 
one to another, I Jno. 1:7.  3. Our common activities in relieving the needs of the saints, II Cor. 8,9; Rom. 
15:25-29; I Cor. 16:1-4.  4. Our common activities in the support of Gospel preachers, Phil. 4:14-17; II Cor. 
11:8. 
 
We observe in the word, “baptism,” that it has to be a burial, Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4. – baptism cannot mean 
sprinkling or pouring; because, it was not used that way in the New Testament.  So, when we see how the 
word “fellowship” is used in the New Testament, it cannot be used in the sense of eating and drinking – 
it was not used that way in the New Testament.  Such a word as “fellowship hall” is not found in the New 
Testament.  It would be an improper use of the word “fellowship.”  One cannot find authority for 
“fellowship halls.”  Paul does tell us, “If any man is hungry, let him eat at home,” I Cor. 11:34; I Cor. 11:22.  
This seems so simple that anyone could see what is being taught!  Caa ….. 
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