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GOD’S LOVE – MAN’S FAITH 
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life,” Jno. 3-16.  There are two parts in this passage: 1. God’s part in the sal-
vation of man.  2.  Man’s part in the salvation of himself.  God loved and man is to believe!  The same 
can be said about Eph. 2:8, “For by grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God.”  The word grace is describing God’s part in man’s salvation and the word faith is 
describing man’s part in salvation.  Men are eager to look at God’s part in the salvation of man; but, are 
quick to overlook man’s part in salvation.  They want nothing to be done on man’s part. 
 
There is a part of speech know as a “part for the whole.”  In this there is a word used and the word stands 
for all that God has done for man.  This part of speech is found in the word “grace,” in Eph. 2:8, and the 
word “love” in Jno. 3:16.  The words stand for God’s part in the salvation of man.  These words are a “part 
for the whole!”  Much more is implied in the word.   
 
When then, I think of God’s part in salvation:  I think of Love, I think of Mercy, I think of Kindness toward 
man, I think of his Son being given, I think of the Word of God being delivered by the Holy Spirit, I think of 
the death of Christ and his blood being shed.  It took all this and much more in the mind and acts of God 
for him to extend to man a plan of salvation.  But my friend, all that God did for man that he might be saved 
is summed up in the one word, “loved.”  Also, in the one word “grace.”  We are discussing God’s part 
in the salvation of man on the earth – One word stands for all that God has done for man.  
 
There is a part of speech know as a “part for the whole.”  In this there is a word used and the word stands 
for all that Man should do.  This part of speech is found in the word “faith,” in Eph. 2:8, and the word 
“belief” in Jno. 3:16.   This word is used as a “part for the whole” of what man must do toward God.  
 
When then, I think of Man’s part in his salvation:  I think of FAITH, Jno. 8:24; REPENTANCE, Lk. 13:3; 
CONFESSION, Matt. 10:32-33, and BAPTISM, Mk. 16:16, Matt. 28:19.  As a result of being a Christian, it 
is expected of me to live right, be a light to the world, be the salt of the earth, and to be an epistle written 
and read of all men.  The life of a Christian is a life of influence!  I am to influence others toward that which 
is good.  “Be ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ,” I Cor. 11:1.  Our life is to be toward others, 
“42 For I was hungry, and ye did not give me to eat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink;  43 I was a 
stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and ye clothed me not; sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not,” 
Matt. 25:42-43. 
 
There are twenty two books in the New Testament teaching men how to live, Romans – Revelation.  Since 
there is that much space given in the New Testament, to Christian living, it only emphases the point that 
we need to live the right kind of life to be acceptable to him on the Day of Judgment. 
 
I know God has a part in my salvation and I have a part.  God has already performed his part and it is left 
to be proved and demonstrated, by my life, whether I want to be saved or lost.  I need to be concerned 
about my part in my salvation.                                                                                                               Caa ….. 
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