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“GOLD, SILVER” --- “WOOD, EARTH” 

(II Tim. 2:20) 

 

“Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth: and some unto 

honor, and some unto dishonor,” II Tim. 2:20.  The context of this passage is speaking of each Christian as being 

prepared for the master’s use.  

 

In the context there are false teachers that are discussed and each person is expected to oppose them – “their word 

will eat as doth a gangrene: of whom is Hymeneaus and Philetus,” II Tim. 2:17.  Included in the context is a need for 

studying the word of God, “Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, handling aright the word of truth,” II Tim. 2:15.  So, from the context, one is to prepare himself so he will 

be fully qualified to rebuff, rebuke, and apply the sword to those who would depart from the TRUTH!   

 

It would seem that in II Tim. 2:21, Paul is going beyond the instructions to a young preacher and makes the lesson 

applicable to “a man,”  “If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, meet 

for the master’s use, prepared unto every good work.”  Also in II Tim. 2:19, “Howbeit the firm foundation of God 

standeth, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his: and, Let every one that nameth the name of the Lord 

depart from unrighteousness.” 

 

This application would be in keeping with the thought of I Tim. 3:15, “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how 

men ought to behave themselves in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 

the truth.”  There is a sense, form this passage, in which each and every member, being a part of the Lord’s Church, 

should be prepared to teach, reprove, and rebuke, II Tim 4:2.  So, in a great house there are vessels of Gold, Silver 

and Wood, Earth.  I understand there are those who are prepared and those who are not prepared, to do the work 

of the Lord.   

 

The warning of Heb. 5:12 should be heeded, “For when by reason of the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need 

again that someone teach you the rudiments of the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have 

need of milk, and not of solid food.”  It would be a tragedy, on the Day of Judgment, for you to find out that you never 

came to a maturity of truth and you were rejected because of this fact - that would be a tragedy! 

 

As we look about us and consider those who are in the church, who would deny there are “vessels of honor” among 

us, and there are “vessels of dishonor” among us, also.  James says in Jas. 3:10, “My brethren, these things ought not 

so to be.” 

 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom can be no 

variation, neither shadow that is cast by turning,” Jas. 1:17.  The Word of God is “perfect,” Jas. 1:25.  The reason it 

is “perfect” is it is from God and is a “perfect gift” to man.  All we need to do is use it.   Should not every member 

of the Lord’s Body take inventory and determine whether we are a vessel of “honor” or a vessel of “dishonor?” 

 

Could you conceive what it would be like for every member of the Lord’s Church to be prepared to do the Lord’s 

work, ”in his vineyard?”  I am responsible for my education.  God has provided and has presented his message to man 

and all we have to do is open the book and read, think and put to practice what God has revealed to us.  When this 

is done a Christian is establishing himself as a “Vessel of Honor!”  He has prepared himself for the work of the Lord.                           
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